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ing Wednesday texture development and grain growth.
The talks were generally of high quality. It is encouraging
to see that several groups are now tackling similar prob-
lems with similar approaches based on sound physical
insight. However, as was pointed out by professor Hillert
in a discussion, much effort is now spent in developing soft
ware rather than advancing the insight in the underlying
physics and much would be gained if the different groups
could agree upon the methods and the soft ware and
concentrate their efforts on the real problems. The situa-
tion was similar in Calphad a decade ago but now only a
couple of standard soft wares are used.

It is also clear from several talks that well assessed
input data are needed in order to obtain useful results.
More work is thus needed to obtain more thermodynamic
data and diffusion data.

Although the presentations I listened to were generally
good I think the conference as a whole would have been
better if it had not been condensed into 3 parallel sessions.
The conference started on Monday afternoon and Wednes-
day afternoon had only the poster session and the confer-
ence stopped during Thursday afternoon. If thus seems as

the time could have been used more efficiently without
dividing the program into three parallel sessions.

However, on the whole the conference was a success
although unfortunately the number of participants was not
as high as one would have expected.

Concluding Remarks

Generally speaking I am much impressed over the
research work I have seen in Japan. It is very ambitious
and based on sound principles and clearly it is of highest
international standard. However, I have met several
Japanese researchers who are now worried about the
decrease in funding to research. This decrease is a conse-
quent of the recession in Japanese economy.
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