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The Purification of Rare Earth Metals Using Solid State Electrotransport
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Table 1. Correlation of the sign Z™* for solute
atoms with the sign of the hall coefficient and the
size of the atmic radius of the rare earth solvent
(R).

Hall coefficient

Rar(il Ry at 25°C, Atomic radius  Sign of Z* of C,

eart (x 10" Tem’ at0.9Ty(A) NandOinR

metal Al !
Yttrium — 16 1.810 Negative
Gadolinium —540 1.806 Negative
Lutetium — 26 1.740 Negative
Scandium - 1.3 1.601 Negative
Cerium + 18.1 1.826 Negative
Terbium — 37 1.789 Negative
Neodymium + 9.7 1.774 Negative
Lanthanum — 3.5 1.883 Negative

Ty : Melting temperature
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Fig. 1. Electrotransport producing a nonuniform
concentration distribution. The electrotransport
flux is opposed by the back diffusion flux.
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Fig. 2. Concentration as a function of distance for
a sample rod which has reached the stady state for
a given value of UE/D. :
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CBB : Copper bus bar from the main current feedthroughs into
the chamber CSEL : Copper sheet expansion link CC : Copper
TER : Tantalum electrode rod S : Sample The tanta-
lum electrode rod is screwed into the side of the sample, as
shown in inset

Fig. 3. Electrode assembly.
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Table 2. Results of solid state
Element Initial rod concentration (at. ppm)
Sc Y La Pr Nd Gd Tb
C 168 290 N.A. 1258 116 1000 84 156 320 118 1000 N. A.
H 3539 1334 695 571 1560 157 4 588
N 96 3236 127 297 500 21 560 11 180 340
0] 309 3 300 18500 4334 521 4700 360 410 550 491 5000 3775
Ag .8
Al < 2 2.0 72 <5 50 2 4 6 155 18
B < 0.3 58
Ca 6.7 < 22 6 0.6 8 <3
Cd < 0.3 < 24
Cl 5.1 < 25 6 0.1 N. A. 3.5
Co < 0.1 2 < 0.03 0.5
Cr 1 137 2.6 2 30
Cu 7 0.9 140 < 2 15 3 1 2 7 15 20
F 177 8189 < 9 139 30 0.5 951 2
Fe 28 1.5 239 5 10 11 11 10 3 100 55
Hg 1
K 230 7 0.05 1
Li < 0.1 < 13 20
Mg < 4 1.2 < 18 < 0.9 65 3.5
Mo <1
Na 240 77 1
Ni 23 < 0.3 379 5 75 0.7 8 19 2
S 15 < 0.9 <7
Si 2.3 174 <5 15 <6 1 2 <1 23 5
Ta 99 7.8 < 29 < 4 88 1 2 3 3
Ti < 2 17 < 0.4 2 0.7
\i 1.2 < 5
w 4 <1 5 9
Zn < 0.3 <136 1.2
Zr < 2 8772 0.06 9
Ce 3 3 3.6 0.3 0.4 0.7 4
Dy 3 £0.2 2.2
Er 2 <1 <1
Gd 4 <1 <1 < 3 £0.2 1
Ho 12 <54
La 8 <1 0.3 27 0.7 15
Lu 55 <3 1
Pr 3 3 0.5 4 6
Sc <1 <3 4.3 0.03 380
Thb < 51 < 2 < 0.3
Y 0.1 <9 17 60
CHHINTO | > 563 | > 880 >61.9 >98.3 |>90.3 | >9.3 |>8.9 >981|>981 >452 >046 |>8.2
Type of 5%x10710 1x1077 1X10710 | 380 Torr .
atomosphere Torr Argon Torr V. Torr Argon UHV. Helium UHV. UHV.
Temperature 1215~ 810~ 820~ 840~
(poc) 1440 1160 1370 1175 895 810 863 388 1030 1245 1100 1050
Time (h) 500 200 190 520 500 789 1272 150 310 350
Reference 41 42 29 43 44 45 46 47 46 48 40 49
N. A. : Not Available V.: Vacuum UHV.: Ultrahigh vacuum (<10'9 Torr)
Dis
T3 PN (8)
. 4. ¥& &

BT &7 ) — L EMERE MO L BEEEHS
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T, 107 Torr UTOMBEZEH L VIZZ NIRRT 5
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electrotransport purification studies.
Processed rod concentration (at. ppm)
Lu Sc Y La Pr Nd Gd Th Lu
1020 N.A. N. A. 888 64 N. A. 60 26 105 N.A. 874
N. A, 468 350
187 N. A. 476 51 100 N. A. 10 22 6 180 75
5194 <224 1889 500 1000 180 130 29 59 108 260 459
0.2
< 65 0.3 < 0.07 60
< 0.1
< 44 0.5
< 0.1
1.2 10 0.63
< 0.03
< 34 < 0.5 0.37
< 28 0.3 2 0.13
< 94 0.3 < 0.6 0.22 10
2.1
8.0
< 0.1
< 72 1.0 < 3
< 0.3
7.0
< 30 < 0.1 0.17 4
< 62 0.3 4 0.84 19
<193 1.5 60 1.9
<0.08
0.2
4.3
< 0.1
5.7
4.7 1.7 6
< 10 < 0.3
< 0.3 < 2 1.5
< 0.3 18
4
< 19 < 0.3 i 30
<197 100
>88.3 - — — — — - — — — — — — —
UHV 5x10710 110771y 11X1071 1 380 Torr Heli UHV. | UHV. UHV
: Torr rgon Torr . Torr Argon . um : . .
810~ 820~ 840~
1150 1160 1370 1175 895 810 863 388 1030 1245 1100 1050 1150
168 500 200 190 520 500 789 1272 150 310 350 168
50 42 29 43 44 45 46 Y 46 48 40 49 50
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Table 3 IZ/RL7Z: U/DOfEICE I DA—% (Y o
C)H»%5 100 DF—% (La$®d 0) $ TOWMNYHH%.
#2C, E#0.1Veem™! &L, UE/D%%0.1~10.0
DOEOREL DL EBEEICOWT (5)R0BREN
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Table 3. Electrotransport parameters for interstitial solute atoms in rare earth metals at different tempera-

tures.
-5 2u-1_—1 -5 2, -1 -1
. Temperature UQ0 ?em®*V ™ "s™ %) D@0 2 em®+s™ ) U/DNV™YH
_ Metal ¢C) Reference
. C N (6] C N (0] C N (0]
1215 1.5 3.0 0.05 0.062 30 48
1225 13 0.28 46
1295 5.2 4.8 0.16 0.25 33 - 19
1300 24 1.3 18
1360 41 1.4 29
Se 1370 157 6.6 24 41
1375 42 1.5 28
1420 170 17 10
1425 45 1.5 30
1440 53 2.9 18
1175 2.2 3.9 3.0 0.9 0.1 0.6 2.4 39 5.0
v 1235 6.0 3.0 8.6 1.4 0.3 0.97 4.3 10 8.9 3
1350 15.5 10.3 20.2 — 0.53 1.10 — 19 18
1 460 36.1 23.0 31.6 5.0 3.80 2.60 7.2 6.1 12
810(;9; 1.4 1.1 9 0.047 0.046 0.066 30 24 136
La 850(8 1.9 1.5 16 0.074 0.052 0.17 26 29 94 44
895('y) 13 13 71 0.76 0.46 1.3 17 28 47
1050((1; 1.5 2.1 9.6 0.06 0.09 0.38 25 23 25
1125(a 1.7 4.8 17 0.16 0.19 0.67 11 25 25
Gd 1 200( o) 6.8 6.6 22 0.23 0.27 0.87 30 24 25 48
1245(8) 19 — — 1.2 — — 15 — —
1265(8) 20 40 64 1.2 0.83 6.9 17 48 9.3
1150 2.0 4.0 16 0.10 0.20 0.5 20 20 32
L 1330 2.2 6.9 27 0.12 0.30 1.3 18 23 21 50
u 1450 4.2 14 39 0.16 0.59 3.0 26 24 13
1600 5.5 22 71 0.17 0.63 5.1 32 35 14

Table 4. Typical values U/D for interstitial solute
atoms in metals with high melting temperatures.

Tempera- U/D(V™YH
Metal ture Reference

¢0) c N 0

i 1335 | —2.2 — 1.2 21
1575 | —0.74 | -0.32 3.0

- 1625 | <1.3 10 9.3 22
1800 | <0.57 47 |11
1710 7.8 1 9.4

i 2000 2.7 5.5 6.9 z
1650 | —11 —9.7 | -7.8

v 1825 | —12 —9.2 | =7.0 51
1920 | —29 — —

Nb 2340 | — 7.1 — — 26
2200 | —16 — —

Ta | 9680 |-10 |  — — 26
1890 | —12 — —

Mo | 5390 | —7.38 — — 28
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Lu 1 5194 at. ppm @ O %, #E T, U/D 2% 32
(Table 3) TH o726, BRELLI V- FHAITI 1
at. ppm £V EBPIRVIBEIC 25T TH DA, £
ERCi3, 459 at. ppm TTLAETLTwiw. Fofl
OFmTHEEE T D C, N, 01220\ Td$~T[E LM
BRHDLNSE., DX, EBRIC X HHEEERSHR
KEAFHEMBEIGEL2WERBE LTRDOE ) 22 v
26N, TRICHTHHEINTHENDOH 5.
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C,=5000 at. ppm

log C
log C

C,=1000 at. ppm

Fig. 4. Schematic illustration of log C
as a function of distance (x) for vari-

0 2 4

x (em)
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IhEBTSZDIE, 107" Torr D4 — ¥ OBE
B2 5\ IBEMEL S N RNEE S 2 O AT
RCTH5b.

(i ) — R 12 £ B TMPEF 0% —E £ 7 ¥
ZHE— b

TR & FHHERE ORGSR 0BT 2B < 120108,
2 OWSOIRE & EHEOFLEE VECEO L, (1)
REDDOEIHEIRLEY—F T v ZAK— F OFHEA
Bh, BEshzzsy— Filics v, KR, SRR

A > TRMPEF ORNDES B, ThEH S
CREMESEICDL > TREE— 12RO Z L%
ETHh.
(111 R © D He

FEMBELEARZERCRFTAILICK VAL 2ERD
SOEGRE -0, BEME L TEEMED Ta =
BT EAERIATWS, Zhi, HEBMEHE
BABLNRR TV L, BEABVIE, MLIESR
2t Y OEBRITEHIODERLRIE LAV E,
% EDEBOENIZ, Ta FORARTE (C, H, N,
0) PzL 7z a5y 2AF—-MILY, HLEEED
BELEHOHN v — FHRCBEITAZ EAMbRATW
2,2020052)83) 1- 5T B, O DEHEDE W Ta #HH
THBPESITE, ODLERF v I v VOEICL N ER
O FEMEND O OBITOREZ HEEMENH H DT,
EEYETA. FE TaFo 0o R Y IIBLZ &M
HNTVBD,

(v W EM O ELE

F& BT O FAT R ICAEY (B LD, RitH, 21t
L) DHEETAEEIE, MEDPORMYA + D
SHERERTOFNIIHRTRENIHIVDOT, 5§
BIZHEA FATS 2. LA L, SSE i X 5 FH S,
BERICBOTCAMDIRE S RBAIGEL, 22 TRLD
THAEYPFERT S L) 2IHE I, HDREORM
fELL E~OEI% 5 < DT, Back diffusion % 4 & &

é' 10 ous constant values of UE/D in eq. (5).

T/Ty
100908 07 06 05
2
O.
_2_
—4 Tm
—6 Yb |
?D PI’
o] Sm
g B
= y,Ho
m—wza Er |
&0 e
Z 12 Sc
Lu
_14_
To
_16. 4
. Gd
—18} Nd |
209512 14 16 18 20
1/(T/Ty)
Fig. 5. Vapor pressures of rare earth metals in

their solid state as a function of T/ Ty, Ta is the
absolute temperature at the melting point.
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Table 5. Temperatures at which the vapor pressures of the rare earth metals are 7.5X1077 and 4.0X 1073
mmHg, respectively, and estimation of SSE processing conditions at those temperatures in vacuum and 0.7 atm

argon, respectively.

Px=7.5%X 10~ 7 mmHg for vacuum Py =4.0 X 10”3 mmHg for 0.7 atm Ar
Metal T, T, iy ts E ts (h) Ty E E
(K) Tu (g-em=2-571) (h) (Veem™) C N ) (K) v (Veem™1)
Sc 1226 0.68 8.36x10° 795 0.069 2516 1435 387 1607 0.89 0.19
Y 1397 0.78 1.10x10~8 902 0.11 278 210 126 1799 1.0 0.28
La 1193 1.0 1.49%10711 | 9.17x10% 0.062 1193 1.0 0.062
Ce 1071 1.0 7.68X10714 | 1.96x10% | 0.041 1071 1.0 0.041
Pr 1204 1.0 3.64%x1079 4139 0.065 1204 1.0 0.065
Nd 1142 0.89 1.55X 1078 1008 0.052 1289 1.0 0.084
Sm 727 0.54 1.99x10°8 840 0.0075 978 0.73 0.028
Eu 629 0.58 2.15x1078 542 0.0036 853 0.78 0.016
Gd 1343 0.85 1.49%x1078 1178 0.098 177 89 161 1585 1.0 0.18
Tb 1304 0.80 1.52X1078 1200 0.088 1630 1.0 0.20
Dy 1002 0.60 1.76X1078 1076 0.031 1345 0.80 0.099
Ho 1041 0.60 1.74%x1078 1120 0.036 1398 0.80 0.11
Er 1099 0.61 1.70x10~8 1187 0.045 1477 0.82 0.14
Tm 807 0.44 2.00x10”8 1037 0.012 1089 0.60 0.043
Yb 534 0.49 2.49x1078 622 0.0014 718 0.66 0.0070
Lu 1415 0.73 1.54x1078 1418 0.12 827 241 83 1860 0.96 0.32

Ty : Melting temperature (K)

n x: Vaporization rate of the rare earth metal, X

t5 : Approximate time to loss 5% of an SSE sample rod by volati-

lization at the particular temperature in vacuum E : Unit electric field calculated by using the FORT formula for a sample 10 cm in length and 0.64 cm

in diameter

i, : Approximate time to approach steady state at the particular temperature for carbon, nitrogen and oxygen impurities calculated by us-

ing the PETERSON formula for a sample 10 ¢cm in length and 0.64 cm in diamether

T,/ Ty =1 means that temperatures of T, are in excess of melting point

B 0.1 mmHg L\ EOZERELXETAH. 51 8T, HiC
R EL FiFAa7-0I0i, TEAFITE®KELT
BT L, LA S TURMICERICTAZ EPERDTH
H iRz, LadL, LEEOL) ICEREDOTH VA
THE&E* SSE ECHET LA, ARBEXEE
BT ALENAELSL. T4bb, HBRIEEEFHRIHE
HHR L AEBROFEREGVTERINLINETHA
5. UTF, CoficEB L, BFOF—%%3#I2LC,
FEEOITbA T nWHFLEEBELEO T, &/t
e OWREoORF 2R A 5. 72720, LTOZEE
Tid, EMBEOKE S %, EE0.64cm, EX 10cm &
T5., TOKRESOEMELZHCTCUTOERITHA
B—EBOMEI TN TWENLTH D,

EZATC, 7.5X 10 "mmHg U TOEREZET S
SRBIZEZMRT, 7, 4.0X10 *mmHg L FTOHESR
F%2RT4&E 1 0.7atm ® Ar FHRHP T, FELESE
BERE2RI SV EFRESA TS, 22T,
ZheoDlEEFA FSA LT, FRhENOFTES
BizowT, MBEOELKEDERXRTEEORE (T, &
T,/ Ty % Fig. 5 »53K%, Table 5 (2R L7, KIZ,
BE T, 1B AHTHEERE DERLEE % Hertz-Lang-
muir-Knudsen ®=;%®

= 8] amr )

LDEEL, EETEMED 5% »ARBERT L ICET
LM i RO/, T T, B3 Langmuir B4R (2
ITIx1ELR), Myt Py3EnZFhF1LELE X
DEFRBEELZETHAH. 72720, 0.7 ZED Ar TH
RDEH, ZMOENHIEL 2h L, HEEEIX (9)

.................................

8

NTR2L, JIMHHOMERB LY FREhDL Z L)t
MENTWBP - pigsici, KEMmEBEIR
BOEROONTWARWEERREE*FHETHILATE
v, E6IC, T,OREF*REFETHICULELRZ EfE®
Fort D FEERF3?

E=8X10""(T, — 2730 (10)
LN, Table 3127RL72 U D, UDDEXHWVS
E, (MRABBHVIE (8)Ric kb, KRB (1, TF
REEIEST S CTORM) PRIESHE. XS L
TROONAfED T EOTRKIRLE. (7T)RdBHW
i (8)RXVEHL 2 &), HEEEEE, U/D TR
%<, Ubbwiz D4 OEICEHEKE T 5. flik
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R L-RE&EHE» S K& CHERA T, 1cx04 5 ¢, 25
BTDLILEAETH 7. Py=4.0 X107 ° mmHg
DIGED L, PR ENTW WD, TOBEBIZXLS.
SSE 0 MR x X T 2ELRT— 5y DER/HPLEI NS
LIATHA.

Table 5 KR LZZF— 55, (i)5>t, THH
&, (EXKREVWZE, 23X EZAHHADOFT
HERBOMMEN*#HFTT 5. Y, La, Ce, Pr, Gd,
Tb, Lu DEFEIE, FRENL T, DIRE(T,/Ty=1.0
OFTFEEE T, BMALTCWRELZRY oBR) T8
BHEHZZFEAL THENT A EPTEETHS . Se, Dy,
Ho, Er TRAEUFHAOEHSLE L Bhb b, Nd
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EMILZ o by 2R— MECLAFLESEOSME

1245

HEDLDTNEVDOT, FHREFHMIBEIIRE RS I L
AFEEND, D4 TRICOVTE, EHREBELREMS
2 oW HETHORB SR WRY, SSE I X
HIEBIINEETH S .

7.5 b V)

SROBMEI:—KEI L. HLOEROMHEB
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EBROLOKRAMEBEDER L ELATHEELHFRETD
%, LA Lads, AFcTRy Ey-fFtEesBicEL
Twiid, Table 3R LZzL D, BEAHEMICKHHE
Bt 042 AR & EE 13 100 at. ppm LLET, RV IZ
LEMELSRE L IS Vav. —Hr, BES A ETHIE
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BB E RS A2 LD I8, FED
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