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New Development of Thorium Molten-Salt Reactor System
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Fig. 1. Historical trend in energy substitution.
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plotted as fraction “F” of the total energy market
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Table 1. Natural elements and practically sepa-
rable isotopes having tiny thermal neutron cross-
sections.

(abundance) (m barn)

1 80 0.19

2 {H (D) (0.0148% ) 0.519 ({H 332.6)
° 3. 6C 3.53

4, 1B (80.0%) 5.5 (5B 767 000)

5 oHe 7.36
-6 4Be 7.6
o7 oF 9.6

8 83Bi 33.8

9 10Ne 39.

*10. ILi (92.5%) 45.4 (3Li 70 500)
1. 12Mg 63. 18. 37Rb 380.
12. 14Si 171. 19. goca 430.
13. 32Pb 171. 20. 165 530.
14. 15P 172. 21. 11Na 530.
15. 40Zr 185. 22. 505n 626.
16. 13A1 231. 23. 58Ce 630.
17. 1H 332.6 24. 18Ar 675.
67. 17Cl1 33500.
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ORNL 1951 Davron, Cuasrai, 1952

NaF-BeF:-UF«(BeO) "LiOH(D)~**U0, sus.

NaF-ZrF«~-UF«(BeO)

ARE,  25MWth, 1954 USAEC, 1959

ORNL-MSR-Program
MacPuersox, 1958-60
2-fluid MSBR

MSR  supported

Fluid-Fuel Reac. Task Force:
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Flibe RAERUE D — 20945 4, Fig. 31 RL7. &
Epithermal Fast
(Chlorides,

no graphite)

USA: MIT, 1952
Fuel: PbCl,-NaCl-**UCI,
Blanket :PbCl,-NaCl-*#* UCI,
ORSORT, BuLuer et al., 1956
MgCl,-NaCl-(Pu, U)C],
(Blanket : Na-UG,)
Swiss: Tause, 1960--—

MSRE-approve
Brices, 1961-67

MSRE, 7.5MWth, 1965-69
"LiF-BeF,-ZrF,~*UF,

RosentraL, 1967-73/6 (Kasten,associ. 67-70)

Single~fluid MSBR, 1968
(US-MS group, 1968--)
(Half year—-blank)

McNeese, 1974/1- 1972
Fauceras
Terminated, 1976/9
by Breeders’ moratorium LEecoca
! (President Carter) 1983

Den;tured MSR, 1980
EnceL et al.

Japan : Furukawa et al., 1984—-

Small MSCR(161MWe) FUJI-series

"LiF-BeF,-ThF,~**UF,
No exchange of graphite

No continuous chem. processing

Conversion ratio~1.0

West Germany: Kastewn, 1964
MOSEL  U.Gar
(Molten-Salt-Epithermal)

Fuel : NaF-BeF,-** * UF,
Blanket : NaF-BeF,-ThF,

India :Sood-->ORNL, 1970
France : EAF-CEA program
Bienveny, IsraEL 1970

MSBR (Pb int. cooling)

IAEA : Thermal Breeder
consultants’ meetings 1975-78

USSR: 1977--
Kurchatov A. E. Inst.
MSR research group
Novikov, BLinkix

ORNL: Uri Gar, 1985
'LiF-BeF,-ThF,-**UF,
No graphite
Continu. chem. process
Conversion ratio~1.0

LEcasov

Pilot-Plant (7MWe) MiniFUJI, 1987
I

Na(K)C1-(U, Pu)Cl,

USA:  Aiexanper, 1964
U.K.: Moore, 1966
Swiss: Tausg, 1967
Internal boiling cool
AICl, or Hg

Fusion, Spallation

USA: Lisky, 1969
Fusion-Fission Hybrid
USA-USSR: 1974 —-
Fusion-Fission Hybrid
Law. Liv. N. L.: Mo, Lz
Kurchatov L. : Novikov,
Brinkin
Japan: Furukawa et al., 1980--
Accel. M. S. Breeder
Furukawa, Nakasma, 1983
Inertial-F.H. M. S. B,
CRIEPI, Mitsubishi, 1986
Tokamak H. M. S. Breeder

Ixura, Furukawa, 1987
Impact-Fusion M. S. B.

Fig. 2. History of several molten salt reactor concepts including thermal-, epithermal- and
fast-neutron fission reactors, fusion-fission hybrid reactors, and spallation (accelerator)-

fission hybrid reactors.
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(1) Suitable melting point 370~460°C
(2) Suitable nuclear-chemical engineering medium
¢ Nuclear : No radiation damage Compatible with graphite
(moderator, reflector) Compatible with Ni-Mo-
Cr alloys
* Chemical : Good solvent (chemical reaction medium)
No chemical reaction with air, water, etc.
* Energetic : High temperature --- low pressure, High heat
capacity
Fig. 3. Phase diagram of LiF-BeF, and signifi-
cant benefits of molten Flibe (LiF-BeF;) system.
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Fig. 4. Phase diagram of LiF-BeF,-ThF,'*.
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Table 2. Physical properties of typical molten materials including *fuel salt and *secondary coolant salt for

molten-salt reactors [500°C].

LiF-BeF, LiF-BeF,-ThF 1) CNa(%) H,0
Na (Flibe) [635°C] NaBF~NaF [300°C]
+ Chemical compo. {mol %) — 72-16-12 92-8 —
- Melting point (°C) 98 499 384 0
* Vapor pressure (mm Hg) 18 <0.1 270 6.44x10*
(548°C) (458~649°C) (627°C)

- Isobaric speci. heat (J/kg/K) 1.26x10% 2.34X10° 1.36X10° 1.51x10° 5.69x10°
- Density (kg/m®) 833 3330 1870 712
- Thermal conductivity (W/mK) 158 1.23 0.84 1.29
- Kinematic visco. (m%/S) 0.29x107 8 7.44%X1076 3.0X1076 0.8x1076 0.13x107°
- Speci. heat capacity (J/m®K) 1.05%108 4.79x108 4.53%108 2.82x10% 4.11%108

F 3X102 vt 22 AL B DO, KESILTT
TR ER TV AHIVS,
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5S204EIZi3 Ni, Mo "R A5, Cr idE DR W
DT, L% b 850°C D % MEFF T & BRI
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D Te LOULEF 20, #1% O Nb 230
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Reactor Experiment, #ii/7 7 300 kWth) @ 4 FEH D&
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I NaBF,-NaF % 1§95 7% 513, FEEMICER  #owEag
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fmETHH D, ULoFHE»S, BED(C)(D)DA
T, (EXFICHFER L&D, LIZEWICEEL T
W B & S IO

5. MUY LBEBIBET IV —HE
¥ AT LS

kOB - FeA E AR 12 BS v C, ORNL i3 1970 4F
B “USRE RS E ST MSBR (Molten-Salt Breeder
Reactor) DEXE 2 ST W5, ZOBRE R, B
14)19) LW, ZhidEI A VF—T X7 0HM
WEWBDTHBED, ROLI) REEHFSZ L 1B
L7220,

a) 100 5 kWe BLE& 2D, AEYFZERZ .

b) ADHEEBEFTH LIS, PLEREH4LE
TEIHMOEZ L0, FRETHBATREIZ L2V,

¢ ) EHLAMBEE AU IATRES 525, ZORRER
MHEE D> ST, FERERAELOVHRBETHS.

d) WRITEREDS, THTLARTHS )2,

LicsoC, RABEMIMIZEAL, TEREI ISR
Rnatkae (EEMEE) %, AN EEEELr S



FLw YT LABRIERE Y 27 503 2085

THIEELT. a)~d) DT NTHBFRTELS.

HE (ERoOBERR) L LTk, RO=ZHEOBES
BRILE. [(BETAHBROLES X OHEENEALD
OOEBRIBELTCWDLY, BEIHMTE L
i3]

(1) hnHESERIEHEEIE [ AMSB, Accelerator Mol-
ten-Salt Breeder???]

% 1000 MWe D Findiss e #— 7 v N HERMIE
T— e,

(2) B A HRESL [IFMSB, Impact Fu-
sion M. S. B.2¥]

B O h D ICEEBRRIBE L FEo.

(3 )EMZMA ARIENEMYE [IHMBS, Inertial-Con-
fined Fusion Hybrid M. S. B.2¥]

PIBEIZIY D (SR 45 1 BE L + 2 1B MR AP,
ZoHT(1)n AMSB »7 b HEMIICER M "V &
Zzibhn, Zhiz, BEBTLETOE N ThHE LD
ARV— g YR TEHEOREFLEEL, £ T
e Th % 28U BT BB D TH A, 20 FOREH
e, ERLICKREL2REIHDEEZLOLNLZNT
H2). ’

LAL, 5233y b TREKOEVDE(2)D
IFMSB T® 5. #H LVERARLERTH HH, HEHAH
MTENMCBRVERPSTETH L2 HNA R . Thid
Bk e RMAEOFIC DT Bk fAA THB &, BRUEC
BELAATHBESYE, PHTFERESES.

IO EFIGEEARE A, TS % b D
LTWwWa., +XC, HEEE LT, Bz, "LiF-
BeF,-ThF,-233UF, (64-18-17.5-0.5mol % ) %* f# F ¥
L, o U EHEREBRAM LT, KECTHBTHE
REREFO Y v 7 ICHBIEATE, BETEH50T
HhH. BRHEENFERIBEHER, MERRNICH 1L
2ERERT P3UF, ¥ B x (Zhid, BEFRICESK
HIEIRMLUES D), (T2 "LiF-BeF,-ThF,
e eoT, WHEBRCATHEL: LOimans. 18
FERAR SR P S s (R~ EUERT).
EHREHEE LRSS L 15 H 20,

Z D& R & RBICGEE oK, B, b
REORBFRLZ2MAELETEL D IHER
(Symbiont) ¢, M HMEHEBREY 1 7 VETHSIES
WAE %, “Th BAREE T A VEF - 2 7 2 HBE—
Thorium Molten-Salt Nuclear Energy Synergetics
[ THORIMS-NES] & £ {1 Tv %2

6. RE&EL/NERRIEREF

BIZR DBEFEREER 1, 2010 FEL S LAZWIZERILL
Tk weEZ SN A, FORIC T §/NIGRIE

3 MSBR BXUOBBRORBIFIMBRLABSEFETHEY, Thbez
NIEERZL. LhL, ER L7 2830 o—8os RS EMET 5.

B OERLE IS, BEENOKRALII»ZD
PEBHTHLS. SHRTHENCLEL 2% U R
BEXEDLTRELSTHHBD,

¥ 3%, 35 75 kWth (15~ 16 kWe) HE /R R B IR
(FUJI-series) D% etAfZEhs# > 5, ORNL O #E5E
S5 %) MSBR 252K &5 (RiEigG%) 8 C, B
PO ELT, FVAOFEDINOEFILFLE ZTH
WX LA, e oOREToPT FUIL-1T & &1
FAE ST ERAER 2 b D & D 72220 2 RS
BErBEAEEMLLD.

EORERTEIX X, Fig. 6 X5 Thah. FHREMKD
¥ 90% XBEHEMHED, FOTEIETHEHEANKENS
PREMEIC X WAL ORERIEC S NS, ZHdHiH
BB T RADEHMIEIEZ bh, KEKREESR
THER S L 3L 4 BRFKESR (317 KHE, 593°C)
RBHW EFEDHAGDENT, REHEIT 44~46%
LB THA.

B, TOFEOEESRMEEE Table 3 II/R L7245,
FOEHH B2 ATICELHTEI ). (*ENZ
FUJI- 1 #kH)

@ BEIrEEIOLE [3. BR]

® HERSm X TR, BILEPIECAER (3. BR]

*f 2 FUJI-T < 280 N CTHRBEES 1
(400 g/ B® Th idBMT %), EERADE LS IERE D
BEMNIIEAEAEE 25, 1 EOHXMETEE 3~5
kg 238U IS X LIS EBEER 2 Vv - (2 BEEHE R,
23y % 0.7 ER%SLICAZET, BREEDETHS.)

X612, TORICLETOBULE (Pud) &Mz
%6, MORES %R CHBFIHELOOHERTE 5.

© BWEIIEUELEDT, BOTHVLEN.

a) PREHER, WETHD, 25 - ke, B
HHEBD v, BHREETYH, TRABEREZOLL V.

b) BN ECHIEY  FRUCE O RBEREAAT
HHHS, HErETsLHEBHNICHE SIS,

c)* oD TRV AREIFUCE « BABELR T 10
~20% HUET, FhiEBtAROHEETHZ TS,
HWREALOE T H A%, FUIL WREERBERETH S5 »
5, RISEZEL ZWIZELL, REED 0.1% LT
TXL, HMEREL 25 REE S 5. FUCESRRIE
E2OoNGWVWTHH .

d) FAAHEEE, BELOBBAAETCHEMTH Y,
EEHIE - RTRELERS THIE T, Bk - KEOR
L3+ hnwThHB ).

e) WOEBEMIEREEICET Y, L bR E
ETERVEV) REOEGRRETSH, Fh.oibid
1100°C Bl Eicid 7z 5§, BEISOERE RV, (b LIE
WRRAHEE LBAZE S N 235A1Cid, 1400°C DL LTS
L, BEEo CHIIELETS.)

£) PARESALBHICHEES B ETY, 695
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Fig. 6. Vertical cross-section views of reactor vessel and high-temperature containment of

FUJI-II (161 MWe).

Table 3. Main parameters of several small molten-salt fission reactors.
[Pilotplant]
(Fuel selfsustaining) (Super compact mini) (1965~1969 operated)
FUJI-II MiniFUJI-TT MSRE-ORNL
Heat capacity (MWth) 350 16.7 7.3
Electric power (net, MWe) 161 7 —
Thermal efficiency (%) 46 42 —
Reactor size (dia. X high) m 5.5X4.1 1.8x2.1 1.45%X2.2
High temp. contai. (dia.Xhigh) m 12X8 3.7%3.2 (5.8%X7.2)
Fuel conversion ratio (%) 1.002 0.58 —
2317 jnventory (t) 0.37 0.027 0.032
32Th inventory (t) 20.1 0.65 —
Fuel salt 283UF, (mol%) 0.22 0.47 0.14
Total volume (m?) 13.7 0.45 2.1
Flow rate (m®%/min) 33.2 1.59 4.5
Temperature (°C) 585~725 560~700 632~654
Main piping (inn. dia.) (cm) 25.0 8.0 15.0

FRIFCTROLEETHS ).
(A1) G RE (Xe, Kr, MU F 7 5) 38 B BER
FENRTVT, BEAEKHBS LW,
(D)BEHERFEHETH Y, TR THILEREE
ZEZW, FTEHODS » 7 ICHEREDSRS, Zhid
500°C LLF Cok[E 7% & 7 ZARICEEFR T 5. Kiciziz e A
CHRET, WMSRE LAS ICRBRBEREY L vwi .
(NPLERD - BEER O 2 v, BREHE & B
DSBS A HTHY, BEIIERL 2\,
(Z)D LEHAZRICESLENTHRKEEE RS %R
Vo b LEBREBOTH, ([)(a)(0)rsEILRS
LIRHAEEIRES TH L. BMLBAHATI V.

O BEMEoOEV/IEIREEF

BRI A2 B DO R ERM L 2 L3V AR
WS, TREDED»S, BEFFICETOBMIEHES »T
HA5.

a) OQcmReniz@mwEett, O0&RTEE B
W E R DF .

b ) BERE - MERX O HLGEME.

(1) EARBREESHRORE - BAE - Wk - FRICE
ZoGHEE W AR EORE - RIS T
Y - gk - HiE - FEarEOLE.

() FEFEEOBEORMIL. BEO/NOFLEE
AL, (72720, ks v 7 - BREMNESLE)
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— R EERIEEE AL B v T, KB LR A
<, FEABLLTOEDARTE V. FFICHH 0ER
s, MOFBEZTHS.

Kz, EHEHLAABFEBIVOBREROGHEAELH
L.

4 Reflector

Core
graphite

Blanket
graphite

Mini FUJI-II

Horizontal

d
cross section \ RN PR SO
- ' : .' 44|

graphite

7. NBRRBIFORRAEE

FRoOX I ICHBIGEWNIREBEFE 25 RE LR
LN7-DT, ZORBERKREZZTAL).

a) O IFEEAEENICEMETHOT, R&D
HBEEA R, LarbKE5I1E3 T2 ORNL THIZEY
ATH5DH. BRENELTH, BERBRECIIIEEALHD
A2 &0 Efli % BEHRBEGRBR L ETH 575, BT
BEOZVWERE TR T XTHARDbOTWAS. EoTWw
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Fig. 7. Horizontal and vertical cross-section views of reactor-vesel and primary loop system in the
high-temperature contain ment of miniFUJI-II (7MWe-pilot-plant). All parts inside of reactor vessel are

fully maden of graphite accupiing about 90 vol%.
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THHUMN BN KIEVDTHSL, LELEETH
LZOEBODTHATH S, S5IHHCDIE, FEOW
EBRMARTH B WA Na 123 LTI, 2@ 30 sERI
HEALED THREZHERE 2SN TWALIETH
%, & SRR O AL IIIAREN T, iV B -
RRAOBALEE OBND 2 WD 0T, KEBIRMHE IR
FTTIRRBIFETLTWAREWLS2THIVDTHAS
(Table 2 BH3).

W9 % 5, Na RIS EMIEFE O ERILIE, &
LEBMH LB TDH 2020 FEHE V) OFHROEH TH
B, THRTRFEERE L CIKHRE ORI
DTAUEETHA. T TIKFRIKETHEL ZoTW
57, COBEREFREIZOMFE L L) -A_BT
H5 9. Na B AMIEF~D2oLXThHBHEVID
X, FED 0 EROFRTHY, K- AL vHE-ED-
HONLLERLIEO TS,

c) BAKMIZIE, a), b) ¥ BHE L CTKHIZELZ DD,
¥ /N0 Pilot-plant (MiniFUJI) % 5 #5% L T,
AT ERIEF M SR OEEICA D T s Xwne
EZTwD, ZOEKWRERETORZ TE. HEE,
Table 3 BX U Fig. 7 IZRENTWA, ZhidER,
Table 3 12 % ff£5C & LT % ORNL » FEEHF MSRE
WO bDOTHE BB X HiC, TofFid
1965~69 ® 4 SEMIT & A LT DOMEE S BEIZH L v <
SBVOXEELBIEFLELTCVEOTHS. Lid
MiniFUJI O 53R E» 1/3 TH Y, BEEEFEIEHD
8em TELWVWDTHLH,H, RiWILDESTHAH.
72L, BEEEFKELSLTAELRE (7000kWe)
DEIEEITH . A, FHEBEGEX DR 7 FEBTERT

E5THRRABLER>TWS (Fig. 8 &),
BZHCEEIT 200~300 EHLBVWTI WA LR
VN iR O A S AT A

d) i<, ERAL15FORRIA 1B LIV, F
TI—Bl& LT 16 55 kWe FUJI-TI #/RL7zbIFTH
5%, BRIoLE, 5~15kWe @ X DR & E#~
HEWThHsr9)., COBEHEOBE I BRI,
1000 MR R TS HEHICERSEL 2 & HARTEET
BWThAD9H. [T A - BEIBO AL rb
Tha.

) &P, TITHAERBLAZTREESRVOI
U AEMBETH S, kL2 FHolE i LAEEs
o b & TH 450 kg % A HERRPICAEE T IT X .
W/ETTITHKEICB W TIE 550 kg ASERAKIFZ & % F)
HBLTEOCKER SN EES L. BRFLET
ThO, % 7:1% ThF, *BHEH L THEH ICH®IET & 5.
FUJI % & CREFEEICANTEMAETHY, L
LHREVFEFILLRLTTENSTHH S (Table
3). L B, 2PucRBELIILTHE, LD 3
~SREBLVEMISNAEES R LD THE. (B,
Pu JHBALE B 121X, #1247 2%°U @ 1/3~1/4 % Pu C
BEXEILHDIE, BMOTEHNZEIRTHAY )

8. % & &

A, WAOMEL LTCTR LB ANVF-FIH
BRERECTH DAL I H, BRELOMWABTRAIZET
W5, FLTES Liuenal T4 X912,
LDIRRVBHERERITRETHAH®, 20 BKEHO—D
ELTCMY Y 2E@MIBIFERL. SHICELVWE

( ======> construction; ------ > operation )
1991 1994 1997 2000
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Fuel-salt loop ————z==s) >
Coolant-salt loop ————====) e~ —-=>
Electric generating > > >
test loop (200Kwe)| -- > >
(Integral test loop) (2 MWe)
Materials ~>- >
mechanical data
SHORT TERM PROGRAM
B. Pilot-plant (miniFUJI-II)
Reactor design >
Reactor mock-up - ===u3
Reactor remote mainte. ~--—- => operation
Reactor const.& ope. >
MIDDLE TERM PROGRAM
C. Small Molten-Salt Power Station (FUJI-II)
Reactor design =%=>
Reactor mock-up - ——mmmEFEEd e
Reactor remote mainte. =f=> ope.
Reactor const.& ope. >
const. crit.
LONG TERM PROGRAM
D. Medium-, and Iarg&mltm"sa\lt il i Fig. 8. Developmental program of

E. Fissile Producing Breeder De;velogmt'(AMSB, IF{*ISB, or I}WIBB)

thorium molten-salt nuclear energy
synergetic system.
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HP HdA.
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