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Mineral Processing and Refining of Rare Earth Elements
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Table 1. Ore reserve of main rare earth deposit in the world.

B 4 A

o = M KRR, K & 8 H) L E
RE,O3(t)
Fr2yn)
v o+ F Blind River-Elliot Lake ¥3[X 50 000 Oka i ITBIEML LT
BT BMER, TFLRTL b BFHFA LR, SRBIED
EMIZY F 7 LEERD Oka XD ,f 7 a7
(RE;05=9% L)
7T A Y H Mountain Pass #i5K 5000 000 HRABRKTEERLEX
B—HF 54 VB, SR PRPA P
TRy, BRMTEBLICEFFL OGRS 72000 Idaho M{Tikt 7 #1 4
South & North Carolina 4, Idaho #y, XTGP LEL
Hilton Head B (South Carolina ) 7 ¥ iz 935
Mineville (N.Y.), Dover (N.].) Om&gigk Iz 2 k - BEHOLT - T—2R
FHAL, €280 0 EHLT AL L RE EZ
(B72Y%) )
7 7 ¥ n KEERELOMOERNE, =+F4 r&FELTS 180 000 ERICHERII 6
12742 Morro do Ferro, Araxa (274 %Y 227 L 390 000 KEU
v 7 RBITT7F+HA4 b, RRbRFA P ¥
(77v%h)
FA4 Ty T CFRLEBRTEF YA L EEL TS =7 b FAL Y THEE—F
= v 7 120000 1 b BUBHTFHK
-7 H - v IH =
60 000
(727)
1 > K Travancore HE NEIPELE (¥K) 3000 000 1 F2tT
Bihar #f, West Bengal i OERELE (L), — 5000000t & ih
WFhb ¥4 b FRIIEOLOHTK
AY 7 rh ., ERER—HOEDRITEFFA b 6000
z L -3 7 T TEEKOBEHLELTEFF A P EXETS — ¥/ 84 ubEBESND
@ ERBTEFFAL rEELTS 54 000
Hh & BIR ARG CR kL, BBILOEFIZE L AT 5Kk HRPO5ERE VDR
W3, AERE (a3 KENT S B KELE
(¥E7=7)
A= bFYT Queensland & New South Wales JHni¥gs:, Er) 480 000 AFN, Paa,
Bl 44 b ANAFAL L RED
Mary Kathleen & 7 L SiEOBIEM L LT F+1 - Bl L LTARE
rEEETS kM TES
& &
10 082 488+*
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ShTws. ¥, KL, A, HERBBEAR, K%
YA b, HE=0rA73754 fol it 20~100g/t,
ARORHTIE 20~390g/t, 74 3 = v 2B ORI
Ch 24g/t D Sc G ERTEID, Thbhbo LT
7 = ADEIR S SEFR I h il e b,
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BEALIER % & SESEWHS, Bd 5\ Iz AERC X
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Wl &b EHTS.
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Table 2. Rare earth elements bearing minerals.
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{vbat74 b
1 bR

IRERIE & ULt

Ty 74 b

AR RSA B
F—=374
Sy A b

YL FEHA b
B K

B ®a
/¥4
74 F
HEYFA b
AR Nk
AFARF A b
el e 2 B
k=54 b
Kol o 5 0
PV

9 AR

" ARE
Tey A b
EAE R

®+XH
FTE7z2—2
PRSI R
¥ 284 A

=AT - BLEL - F 2 ESUBEER{Y

T7F74 b
ESS e
FILATA b
a—ys€+4 b
KYrv—=2
FEY AL X
ZAN7+A b
a7 4 b
ReE774 b
247234t
AR A-0d

Y2 AL

fvtegr823540L

Cerianite (Ce, Th) Og----- Nb, La, Y % %&8H

Fluocerite (Ce, La, Nd)F;
Yttrocerite (Ca, Ce, Y) Fgeeer BEN Ca s Ce, Y T—Hi@K Ce>Y
Yttrofluorite (Ca, Y, Ce) Fg----- Y>Ce )

Ancylite (Ce, La),(Sr, Ca)3(CO3)? (OH),- 3H,O0 Sr>Ca
(Ca>Sr » 1, Nt Calsioancylite)

Bastnaesite (Ce, La) (CO;) F

Doverite CaY (CO;);F

Parisite (Ce, La)3Ca (CO;3)3F3

Synchysite (Y, Ce) Ca (CO;):F

Allanite (Ca, Ce, La, Th)s(Al, Fe, Mg);SizO13- (OH) - Y #8%H
Cenosite Cas(Ce, Y)3S5i4012C0O3- H,0

Cerite (Ca, Mg):(La, Ce)s (SiO4)7(OH, H;0);

Gadolinite Be3FeY30,(Si04),

Huttonite ThSiO,

Stillwellite (Ce, La, Ca) BSiOsg

Thalenite Y3Sis01

Thorite Th (SiO4)1-r (OH)4s

Thortveitite (Sc, Y ), Si;04

Zircon ZrSiO4----- Fe, Y, U, Th, Pb, Hf, P %8¢

Apatite Cag (POJ)3F- - HEEXREBLLNHY

Brockite (Ca, Th, Ce) (POy) - H;0

Florencite CeAl3; (PO,)3(OH)g---- Y 7% Ce #BH+2-LHY, €OfhofH
IExFLEEND

Monazite (Ce, La, Nd, Th) PO, BEA~9%0 ThO,; 281
Rhabdophane (Ce, La) (PO,) -H,0

Weinschenkite (Y, Er) (POy) - 2H,0----- Y # Yb, Dy, Sm, Ce 2B+ 5%
Xenotime YPQg------ Y # U, Th RLIFLITEKETS

Brannerite (U, Ca, Ce, Th, Y) (Ti, Fe):0s

Aeschynite (Ce, Ca, Fe, Th) (Ti, Nb):Os

Priorite (Y, Er, Ca, Fe, Th) (Ti, Nb)an} Pl

Euxenite (Y, Ca, Ce, U, Th) (Nb, Ta, Ti);O¢- Nb>Ta

Polycrase (Y, Ca, Ce, U, Th) (Ti, Nb, Ta);OgTi 51,}@5’*'
Fergusonite (Y, Er, Ce, Fe) (Nb, Ta, Ti) [oN

Formanite (Y, Er, Ce, Fe) (Ta, Nb, Ti) Oy Ta>Nb} i

Loparite (Ce, Na, Ca) (Ti, Nb);Og-[R¥ # HORKLEARES < HeH
Betafite (U, Na, Ca);(Nb, Ta, Ti);Os - (OH) - U3 Op 15~20%
Microlite (Na, Ca)3;(Ta, Nb);Os (O, OH, F) - Ta>Nb
Pyrochlore (Na, Ca);(Nb, Ta);Oe (OH, F) - Nb>Ta
#HIECER

Samarskite (Y, Er, Ce, U, Ca, Pb, Th) (Nb, Ta);O04-* Nb>Ta
Yittrotantalite (Fe, Y, U, Ca) (Ta, Nb, Zr, Sn) O4----Ce, Th }'ﬁ”ﬁﬁﬂ"
Ta>Nb

} ik Na, ca & U,

INAZY) —HAZY) — VAL,

7 I RFERBRGE b FEKEHORE CRIREC Y v v, BEDC

®, o7 (Jig) 7 -7 (Table) HAHV ML ASA T
L2V b L—&— (Spiral Concentrator) /g%
FIT, BRSNS EECH RGN b MR
T5. BORCEDIIERL, BEEYS LSRR
ECUBE L4 OgMCH BT S, THERIC X
D, Bk ETEGECHT, ThEh LSk IRE TL
BLCHFREY L REDCHT D, BREYD HET
%, EREWCHO, BEWC AL AT A PARIRE

Monazite 2MEINEh 5. <At Monazite DFEARM) L
BYFMTHD, BETHC LD ZORMEEHC L
b, BIEL7b LCw5. Fig. 1 @A —ArZ7V 7D
Associated Mineral Consolidated Ltd. o South Port
BT RY MRS Rpo Ho T. RouL (X#
EREHTHS. Fig. | ©ABh 5 51, BRI
RkrdeELFEHA IR TS, Z 2Tk Monazite ©
BT, AFA, AAFA L, vraa vREEIRT
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Wat plant conc.

| STOQAGE |
7 _PRIMARY TABLE.
To| ot1o Tail
o B T

:;j#ﬁ:]
To Botuo'm Tolll

cu
h C

— LY
No. 1 MILL FILTER FIL EE l
Mid. Conc. Tail
CDORYER ] EEEL—J 3

To waste
No.2 MiLL

Mid
[N

Standord  Premium

limenite Rutile
product product

zircon  zircon
product  product

W5,

LD HEEY, HERY, BGEC X5 Monazite
BICI T BEAICRIELD 0 2 OIRAMEL . Lo
DTERLEOBANSHE LAY, fEk Monazite D1EE
R EE 2 bhTw7e. B U. S. PATenT? 2528
DAREIRE LRSI, Tihebh, 73 vROB A+
VK & TARYD B L TAMEYE & RN UC
TEET L HETHSL. CARNOEML S~ v vE
A, rFo, Bfalc & n 5 Monazite % BIRNIC H ok
BT BRI %5 . Monazite 44 % % &1 EESIC
DWTAT b W EEOKE R, Monazite 95.1 % D&Y
PERIE 89.2 9 THOLATWS. ZoKEERE Xeno-
timeDYFFECHIGAIhB 2L 0L Bbhs.

5. Bastnisite I2®

1949 £ 7 2 U, H VY 7 4 =7 Mountain Pass
&ty Clark Mountain ~C¥48: f# F k> Bastnasite
SRR R X TLAsE, Bastnisite $RINDO - DDE L D
WL fTTHH, ToRKE SEEHE L Bastnisite %
IR 2 - elh U, Blfe Mountain Pass 0T

Mid. Cond. Non
] cond.

nd.|

T Zi ite
ircon %rodu::i STORA
ROUGHER H.T. ROLLS
Non cond. Colnd
. Cond. Non Mid.
2& } cond. tl__
EANER RE -CLEAN|
LLS H.T.ROLLE
. Mid. Mid. Non Cotn_dj
| L—t cond.
AGNE AACN
SEPARATORS SEPARATORS
. Non Mid. Non Mag.
mag. t mag.
IR MAGN|
TAblEs | [SHASNAT
Cohc. Tail Non mag. Mag

Fig. 1. Flowsheet of Southport separation
limenite  Rutile plant of Associated Minerals Consolidated
product product Ltd.

B¢, FH L b Bastnisite ¥ ORI 2 ITHR T
%9,

TEILLORBIELBRAB IOV GO RFEY
BATWAS. HEMMIZ RE,O; 7~10% ¢h 5. #F+
K8 412 Bastnasite T4 b, Ce, La, Nd, Pr /c & 5
SHRBIL AT D,

FREUAIMFEINIc0b, BYREER» ML SR,
BEREERCX DR D, 2T BRSO EEH
fibhs. SREER, BIHTH2 BHBRY 2L
Bastnasite \WB % X, BEEA & A BRI
T4, ERBESE O TS 48°C U ETETT
LS HEY FALCLOTHE. HEED ME
Orzan A (Ammonium lignin sulphate) 23f\>5Hh T
Vo HET = 235 BEESTHR, 5 BEEHORKE
7 v A EREEEC 5.

DER, 7 e ARBALCHBAYERT 500D, F
EREINIER TR Sh, BHREIERCE R, &
Z T Bastnasite » CO, % B X, RE,O; 90% L) |
DRI 725, Table 3 [ + XU BEEH D S
iy, 2D REOy 909 LI E0:EGRKEL B
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Table 3. Some pertinent facts on Molybdenum
Corporation of America’s Mountain Pass Mill.

Mill Feed 7 10 |0 percent rare earth oxide
Rougher concentrate 35 percent rare earth oxide
I st cleaner concentrate 45 percent rare eorth oxide
2nd cleaner concentrate 50 percent rare earth oxide
3rd cleaner concentrate 55 percent rare earth oxide
4th cleaner concentrate 60 percent rare earth oxide
Sth cleaner concentrate 63 percent rare egrth oxide
Acid leached concentrate 72 percent rare earth oxide

Roasted concentrate Plus 90 percent rare earth oxide

Crushing capacity 25 tons per hour

Grinding capacity 150 tons per doy

Hick< bh, Ce x ARk, BEHOHIBIEE
i XL oTHRE, BShs. BARES X OEEL
HIZBCBE L H D TN %.

# o4, U. S. Bureau of Mine ¢ Reno Research
Center ¢, Mountain Pass 3§ T OREDO R LA H
By & LT, Bastnasite FFTCBI+AHELK 4 BNCAT
bhre®.

FOfER, HEORBELEMER, <7 RE 40~50°C,
FINF & LT Westvaco L-5 (JgiiEg & resin DR S,
59 Resin acid) 0.4 lb/t, #%I% & LT Orzan 805
(NH,-lignin sulphonate) 51b/t, NaF 6 Ib/t, pH FR&]
#l & LT Na,CO, 12 Ib/t, 4% D conditioning time
10 min, HIX#FI> conditioning time 6 min TH B = &
AR IR, & ORBERGE AW TIThh FEERBRO
WER, HBEAA REO; 58.7%, EILR 67% »nifibh
Tw5%.

Ll ko U. S. Bureau of Mine Oz RIL, H
fE0© Mountain Pass DFFEC KR Ah DT
5H0EBbh%.

53, Fuerstenau & Prapip? 3, Octylhydroxa-
mate |3 Bastnasite OINF & LTHBDTENRTWSZ
EERHELTWS. Ererd, 48, RILOY HEY
BEHIX 0 MR OIFEC BIT AR ORR, Bastnid-
site @ fBIHE & LT Alkyl-Sulphosuccinate, A
LULTHEBY —F BIVO T7Ai=vaB¥FRALT,
RE,0; 69.8~75.06% &\ 58T B DTN L
FELTEBhDL I EXENDTND.

6. JRIB/ALOILFNE
BP L OTH LR KBHEN DR/ LR (74 =

K, Lanthanide) #H» M i3 a &R L feld tud
Febleus. FOMFRN: L LTI & 7 v h ) o iRE
nh5b.
6-1 Monazite DR RED

Monazite ¥4 2~3 58 0 BB Mz, 200~
300°C ¢ 2~3h BV ET S, 2 — A RO KIGERK
Wk, AL THL, BHEFOR KPR, REN 30°
C bbb X ok BEBRE S mxs. fitl L
G+ U w AOBEBREEKCERL, vV H, A2+ g
b, oaa ViREEAREEYE L TERS. X ABL
THEET .

(RE,Th)PO4iiprEA8003+11m5002
+H;PO, (RE B3 &FTLELHELH bHT)
AT vE=T KEMABEEEL, +) Y ACH
LTt BED 1~1.2 ffoee ) v v — &0 10%
BWEMzDE, PV T ARER ) VBBV T ALY
WEET S, hEANLT Py Al FEEY ST

%.
Th(SO,) +NaP,0; — ThP,0,+2Na,S0,

- OBRE, NaSO, % RE, O3 1M : Na,SO, 4 M
oELTmz b &, Ce FEHLIT FLHEBT + ) ¥ 28
5 (2 Na,SORE;(80,)3-2H,0) b tril, Al
K &0 GiEg, D AR ENOHBET S, OB
FEET, BRE JOABAE S o TR PR E LT
FAERA.

HREBEEIL AT v L AROEC Ah, Witky — 4
AR A EHRE LY 10% BN T 30min RFEH
T L, FLEOKBwIELRL. BohicFLK
B X DT VRRER T, Cobonbi
ety DML EYE DL B LN TED.

RE,(SO,) ;- 2Na,S0,+6NaOH
> 2RE (OH);+ 5Na,SO,

EWERE A FTE X F Y SRS 5 Tk L3
C, va VERBEAEML, FLva vEBEE UTHHEE,
BT HHELHS.

RE, (SO,) s+ 2H,C,0, — RE;(C;0,) 3+ 3H,80,

PLEo@rie, WERS R, >FL, Th 2ol 2
Hik & UTHEREERD 5. i DWW TR RN
5.

6-2 Monazite D7 ) 5 Y FREEIW

=F AT AT HEC, 7214 E0LT
BT I LYY akBEETHID, ¥T 8N WMRRE
2 T IEEE B L e s s, RICKEENR I Y
—FEER A L #Ey — & L5 K L.7) wfgA
LT 3h@gEThiE, T AR v A LFLORSE
KB EE I DAY —F LTS,

NaOH
(RE, Th) PO, — RE(OH),
+Th (OH) .+ Na,PO,

— 11 —
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ChEBWIBLIZAHBL, hABEYBRETS.

BhA RIS LR B 137°C i e A TR UL,
DAY — Z RS E IO THIT 5. #ik Y — 2L
BRCh., hi ABLTHARY — £ ik et
L. wWitkEY - KV A 2T 5.

—77, vV AEFELEERS & T HKEBRILY Y —+

BRERE N TBEHL, =74 v 7 ¥ 7 veE=
TEMz T pH % 5.6 ¥ TdoL h LRI, 15
EEOXIZL Y, FHLKBILYIHEBL, VY v AKkEg
CHIAERY - LTS, AN LEDBL Y w

2(2 7 vET) OKBLYE B E L, TBP X
HEBEWHBE T LY v A, v 9 v EET 5. FLEIL
KRt & UCibB S, A8, %L, vV v A
L+ 5.

HWEEOEYFIRT L HE LIS, vy v, Ft
EA KBS pH 9.5~10.0 £ED Na,CO; KEHK
THIE T2 HERHS. + Y v sk CO- L—Fogk
O OTKBKRCAS. ofky 4EIL hiET -
FY T AD 99.8% FEULTEZENTES EVbRT
(R
6-3 Bastnisite QJLTEW

Molycorp #:¢ Mountain Pass & T 5 S8 SR
oA LAY A ORBEIIERE SR, CoTER TR
GREL, vV v Ak MR 5. KEBEE YRR
BHEEC X5h%. ) v a0 FHEEX ETH
D, REHDE) Y A ENBETHENTESD. €Yy
LA, BRI R, vV VAT VEYEL— &
LCrftbdhs.

B CoR HBE ke Ty, Hsva v
F—F, 2—mEYAIVEYL—Lb, =) T4,
HEY =29 s -2/ LSS RTHERMEIRS.
6-4 Bastnisite DEEEE(LED

AA L FHA P HEBEERET S S Goldschmidt
HCBR INI. ZOFER, EECBKAERAT 5 &
L7, BEh, BRCTXIEKEYEYE L LT
5030, FEPAFCEThD Mo KA % HEL
L, BRERETCEZLFEEBF LS.

DR © R Fig. 2 wRT. EEA % 80
mesh DITFCByPEL, B LIoh — £y, LB
VE—EKEERBELTAY 7y b v TNEICTER
ThH. SVEF - FIA4Y—% BTHERLFCHEAIR
5. RIGHOBRES 1000~1 200°C i B c 53 5 .
REDHFLET HES A% BT & HLEm £R L,
BRI bRt o CFECE 5. ik
BHEy THR—ADLEEARYHB IR, 2y Fh—n
BRI h e LB E LR S h, BElE
BRI X 5 Misch Metal Sl BRI Ih 5.

HIGHIRECERLEMTH0T, 3EAETRT
DEB, €I I v 7R, 777 4 FHBAEINTER

® Binder,® Carbon,

@ Bastnisite ore,
machine, ® Belt dryer, Vibrating screen, @ Mixer,

@ Briquette

® Chlorination furnace,
@ Chlorine gas,
@ Tap hole,

® Raw material pellet,
Power supply transformer,
@ Combustion chamber, @@ Exhaust gas,
@ Crusher, @ Rare earth chloride

Fig. 2. Flowsheet of direct chlorination process.

TERVOT, BEMKEOHE LY LI LIERH L C#F
A5,
6-5 Xenotime (DG HREZY

Y/ 24 LEFAA & FABEFL Y ABRETY T H
5. Lo CA MR ANz £ AR NS
ERILTHB.

400°C DFEFHEH: Y — LIRS L 24 5 DRV E
AICHINZ 5. BT HREE L CTHERICE TEHIT 5.
Ot K ciRET 5. b ABY — %, BRE O Y —
FIIKCABETH VBRI D, TNERYCH 5 F LK
LI AL CAHBOIERCHEMT S, vV A7 EDR
BREREL S LoD, BRCY . vBEML THE+
YavEpE L LCEIRL, 900°C CHERL, 1 MU ¥
Lz Vb=t (Y0 &LTHRETS.

7. BRMEECKI/IBRTED
TRE, HER

BRI, TR U D Aoy 2 MR (—i
IR EBBEME) Rk s BN EFIBT 5 HE
THY, TEEDET H-DORLENEFERDO—DL
LTHbR T3, BEMEED GLNEHO BT
1945 FEHLLEMELNE & LoBRBONE CH B
B, TOREFEOEBEIC L 2 E Nb & Ta O/ M, Zr
& HE oI be—#eB (7o & 2E Cu, Ni, Co,

lﬁl&lﬁl& 1S ]
i | ; ‘:

{ : s I ' :

i Sk i :

I U T L

i ¥15 lﬁ: N

Si_ | M| sy | | Ss | % S HB_T“-

—— Aqueous sol.

. Mixer
<--- Organic sol.

Fig. 3. Streams of aqueous and organic solutions
in the mixer-settler.

— 12 —
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Zn) O4EE, BECHVLH, R, HFHETEON
B, BRECLEHAIR TV 5.

Wi, ¥, HH (Extraction), ## (Scrubb-
ing), it (Stripping) D=0 T, L HERIh
5. miHhx, WEAEZHFRACHERLC BREE SR
B e & 2 XS BICR X IR L1 KIS & = BN
X, B % B il T2 T8 Thy, G
ik, HWIE s Lo m R s LT, R R
SRR TR CHS. HhHL, FEMECH

WX hicBRRS %, Bl xHERL, BEHELKEE
RS TR RME T 2 TETHS. WEED
TRITEBINE ZE0b 5.

M oEE, FELT(L) iy — b F—

B(2)m—sY— - F4 R« HFLH(3) LR -9
SABO3IETHY, DD, IFH— b F—H
HESHVWBR TV 5.

IxY— kb5 ENE L BEENL BT,
%. BRECIEEREE KHOREGEMATHI, BE

Gd-Sm Solution from Europium Circuit

(e L TSP R et e e e - 1
E i T A e s O s My
H dlHdd JdHddHdO d HCl
| | | L -1 | | | |
RIR|RIR|R|R|R|R|RIR|T|T|TIT|T
1 O ]
Q1919 AMAMMIQrT19
lozewpa JLI LI LT LILT T3 0 [ O S S B
Na, CO3
Gadolinium

Product

w
Samarium Product

To Tailings
A-lIst Eu Extn. Circuit M - Calciner
B-Ist Eu Strip Circuit N-Gd-Sm Precipitation
C-Strip Acid Feed Tank O - Filtration
D-Fe Ppt'n. Tank P - Ext'n. Raff. Ppt™n.
E-Filtration Q- Filtration

F-2nd Eu Ext'n. Circuit
G- Solvent Feed Tank
H-2nd Eu Strip Circuit
I-Strip Acid Feed Tank
J-Zn Amalgam Red’n. Col.
K-Eu Precipitation
L-Filtration

R-Gd Ext'n. Circuit
S- Solvent Feed Tank
T-Gd Strip Circuit
U- Strip Feed Tank
V-Sm Precipitation
W-Filtration

X - Tailinge Pond

(a)

NH3 +NaHS

4N HCI

A rrrraroyra
@ JF{O S0
A[Ala[Ala[B]|B[B]| B ?:—ﬁ
Cla=l)

HCI Leath Feed P_Z_E_'f-_ﬁu LJgu_T:_}c} T3 L_1—1: .:q i
Na,CO3 J tgaésr,m
i further
L ) Purification
S L L { [ 5N HCI Ha S04
el el ot P
! i a _
! — 1 1 Europium u
B o muicinsitinsitian 4 M Product

&

Gd-Sm Product or to Gd Recovery Circuit

(b)
Fig. 4. Molycorp Mountain Pass rare earth circuit.
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FETR2ZHOBBEN I THRS.

—, MR T EET o T BRVEy O fh
HUE T Titiew. L o TS EY BB X510
BErHh, LEATEM L Thludcbiw. Fig. 3
XIFy— - v b5 —-HNOKHE FEHEOHIERLE
HOTHDL. ZORILBBED iFv— - w5 —Th5
PEBRICIIE 10 Bk I 8bobbhs. g oss
LEFETHS.

FHFOBEmECER ST 5 EiH#FI: D2EH-
PA (di-2-ethyl hexyl phosphoric acid), Amine 336
[RsN (R=0C,y~C,;)], TBP (tri-butyl phosphate) 7¢
ETHY, HF@yr e v v EOFRANC 5T TERT
A
D2EHPA & X 2 FHHeHE o il Shod S E T
BTLELLCHEMTS. pH 1 R 5MBEREY
o Amine 336 12 X% FH+EHILE O it Shed i
D2EHPA o4& L2, La oF2 Lu X B
.

5 v & v#% (Lanthanide) oRig: 2 TEM 0L 8
fRE0T, MbBFOBEE C L Lo, 1.5~2.5 BETH
%.

DER, BEMBC I AFLEICRONE, BT
bhTuwaREN T v DT v ARBNT 5.
7:1 Mountain Pass (C#5(F3FTDOREE

Molycorp of Americal¥ ¢, Mountain Pass o3
BIHBTHONIBEAEEL, SV THERBRHL,
BED CeO, AR LIBE 2D, Eu BIOMOFE L
BILR 2 BEMEC X0, BRI 5 T 1965 F
N HEBEC A DT

BRE R IR E T 100g/1 oFf LB EZ
NTCW%. BEILEBEODL, pH 1.0 i,

65°C whn#xh 5. Zowgicit 0.2g/1 o Eu 34 %
T3, ZORIBEELOO L Eu iRk bR
%. Eu iR oo % #H# Xz Fig. 4 (b) WREh 5.

109 D2EHPA, 90% & r v v bR BEESHG S
Hn, SBOiFy— . w5 —ChHENTHLRS.
R 98% THDH. Witz 4N HClL 2y, 4 B CfF
bh . sl TE ol 10~20g/1 o Eu A3
EENTVD. CORREHELEETRTVLED, Vv —4
K< pH % 3.0 Wi+ 5 bk vkl BEIR
5. B, AEDDL, SEDIFH— - w5 —DF
2R xRS, HiFici DZEHPA W Hh
5. H2HHAT EuoMBrIbic ERTS. MEK
fi (Raffinate) WBEH L2, ZHIIRWIORKCTY &
A7 N5,

Eu ks JOMoERLEY ML -BEHE, 48T
SN HCI ciishiti h s, @b S oK E ) 7 ~
AHBEDH T AREBR, Bu ik 2fiiic BT 3h, §ig
Bl TboftE»r LR, SEBEINS. ZHIIBER
Xh, BohcBy 99.95+% OMETHS.

Eu #48Lch Lot Sm s XOEFL LY MR
FEhTW5. ZOWRE, T D2EHPA »ahH# &
L7z 10 Bro> hHEIER DO\ T 5 B o e %5
h, 2T Gd gk cEiiEh Gd,0; &5,
HRRKL Y —FIKTHhRER, Sm Ak, SmO; &L
TEIR &S, B¥ERMIT Fig. 42 RXhs. kK
CEBELTVWA FHEIFCAB IR ETHLOA
5.
Eu i RAoME®K Iz La, Pr, Nd 24 hTu
5. Zhir NHy Xo¢ NaHS chfiXh, XHKC
MEEN5FEFTH2ZONS. Molycorp (X 2w 5 Vo
Louviers [0 fEXHF L TR, Tk Gd, Th,

. I'SN HNO3 A-Lron Reduction
(Tzﬁ(;‘ol?r) - l B-Extraction
] , (8, Strip C-Selective Strip
Feed Solution aen _ - - D Raffinate D-Strip Acid
—_—— [ i A r 3 "'3 o (Nb-Tb E-Strip. Acid
Scrap. Iron EEFSIEEN o -4 F-Y Strip Circuit
crap- Iror +Sm,Gd) _ :
l ~ ] L | — o further G Evopomhgn
A B|B|BlB|lcl]cic|c furthe H-NaOH Strip
Purification I-Acidification Feed
L,
— — F——1 ~Solvent Fe
1 Qrmarmig
M Lood bed bd b

.l,(. Strip Roffinate

(Yb,Lu,Fe*,Th)

-
10% NaOH

LI ) N I IO I O R I K

ST B
Il el .
FIF[FIF{FIF(FI|F Yttrium Product
to further
— = Purification
110 pﬁ‘gﬁ‘%

Fig. 5. Megon rare earth circuit.

—_ 14 —



HELtETEOEY LB M 641

Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, Yb, La XY DEIEYHEE L
T 5.
7.2 /7Y x4 Megon Co. DML DBIFMHMH

Megon Co. DM OEED RHIX Fig. 5 1R
T, FLEOYABRETHDL X, & 1 258 % KCH
WIS ) 2 5 1o, WX RfBCE L, 300°C
CHNE L T2, KTRIETS. L LTHES
NicH RO KB ILFEELSE, Shell Sol T % FHRA
iz L7- D2EHPA 30% o X >THEBEINRS.

BWITABD iy — - v+ F—RKEDBISE. 22T
Nd oW bt EFEL L Y &h, La, Ce, Pr
IHRECES. HEEMI 1.5N HNO, cifhitX
, Nd-Tb BH KHHCHEEINL. o 80
Sm & Gd B3 Eh T\ 3. Ok AL X Hicm
HINEHR—RFL b5,

Yt S FEHECES. o B 6N
HNO; 1w X % 8 oA w X bh, YREFL
DRy &b I h s, bl oTH bR
ToKHILZER, BMIh Y 100~150g/1 o B s
5. COYBWRIEAR7 v =9 2 X b SEHE
Th, PV TEBEOKTHEHMEB IAY 2EUKENED
ha, chidy . vBC X 51, 2T, By
BT Y,0; 12l n. FOMEL 99.999% THS.

6N HNO,; @ k2 <, Yb & Lu i3k fHE
HeE>T V5. Zhik 104 NaOH cifhth X hsyy
Hahs HEHEEBECIhMBEHELTY Y170

INb.
7-3 Denison Mine (D#1 DR H#H

Denison Mine!'® Tit v 5 v& [ A AKX
RUH &, B HF Y BEMBE Lo TERI
LT\ 5. BEORMKKL Fig. 6 iwRIhb.

v 5 VR HO pH 2 o Pachuca Tank T
EERIVOAKREREMIN S, 2REMESYRBRE IS
L1, BIREGIT pH 0@ 07 Th %. Pachuca
Tank #H/mAFY kv y 274 —, FS5 A7 4024
-, V=7 73 ) 7 oA Y- RETHERBLINS. &
BRIBEVBECSh, SO0mERECXON . BR
11 10~129% D2EHPA b re v vinb 5. Y0,
D RIZ 95% Lk, MR 10s BETHS.
#EW 12 Pachuca Tank THKIZC X hFFMEIh, 7—
Vs B FYEETLRAS.

FHEYHE L BRBEMRB et Shs. dhl
ekt Y-F-WBEaw 28 o RERE TRB<H
h, AKE NHy # A X b Y EFHHEI A BREIR I
5. EWE Y0 30~50%, RE,O; (Y ®g1r) 60~70
% THbH.

YEEESh - ESEZ Y M1 27 0 8h 5. BEBIE
B, HEgT Th Z2¥pH L, ThXBEL LT
FERLIcDB, V91 2720E805.

8. AFUTWKCKAIFLII|ONEE, BE
COFERFLELEY OB BHETL0E R

B- Thickener
C-Drum Filter
D- Clarifier

E- Acidification
F-Feed Storage

I-Strip Centrifuge

A-Oxidation & Neut. Pachucas J- Solvent Feed

ir | 6-Extraction Centrifuge
Lime H-Loaded Solvent Surge

K- Decant Tanks

L - Eff. Neut'n. Pachucas
M- Tailings Pond

N- Thorium Strip

O- Hz20 Scrub

P- Two- Stage Ppt'n.
Q- Filtration

R-Drying HpS04

H20

PIT1R t Acid Return
s LJt_J L.sl':nLoﬂehinq

Rare Earth Product

Fig. 6. Denison flowsheet for rare earths from sulphate uranium barren solutions.
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B HED—>Th 5. HWERMAE 1 4 v B iE & 7R
Ul A A+ v SRFB L, X UDHOHAR, Fit
BRI RHBL, pH LBE L %R LAWK
ML, MAARECE CREIES. TOMo Bz
H* B35z Cu2t DX sl A vEREIFTEL.
Sha{EE~, 1 (Retaining bed) &\, HHM LU
DREEEORIA X VEFEEA AV EWS. FHLEY
RELT VDL A+ YRBEEOIZ LD LR IR,
Y, WEERCIEE EEOLE LSRR B SRS
FRShD. R EmCBRtLETAH LA 4 ik
PEHERRL T, —WmaEErOBEL, SE¥CEEA
F VLRI LA L TEIE bE L, Ht (A4 ik
BIRCRETS. COXSEBELBELERDEL it
BRFES S P2 PRI TP L. - 0BE TR &M
WEAEE b oF A VAR EEEL, BRI IHC
REF~y FRIZEEL, DWW 4 vAABmE DKM B
BALF L B D I LA+ v SEEL T BT
%.

8.1 AxrXiiER

FrEONE, BECHCLhD A 4 v RBBIEL K
KRG A 4 vk THH, FEsSmEE LT Amberlite
IR-120, Diaion SK, Dowex 50, Duolite C-20,
Lewatite S-100, Ionac C-240 7/ Thb. “huff
B HR thbbl, Hit1 4+ v%& REMY ThHLEDLY
¥, RE3* Lo vsthNo H & o el IEs
Kb, FhAH v ABECRETS.

3HR = RER,+3H+

DX, BMEFLIA VREAEEE A A BB OB
B ECHE S, ChEx®fHtad v ESHEREHRL
BUIERCHRBEL TP ABRYELD. CoBa, B
#1 4 v (RE3*, RE2) Ti, 14 vk
HWRMEEDO ZRIBFEAE RZT ORIV BETHS
%, MEOHBIARTETHS. BEFI 2N+ L X
n, BE, BRELEVELTTREYBEL TN,
D L ORI OBBIL, X UDICRE IR IO
AP ERBETH S, LichdioT, EEMBEL LT, &
BT HERERDOED R T, HLETEME OB
5 L TE L.

82 HWUOERMEFMALIBLIEAF > OE

BIEBCRE LB A+ v 2B T2 HEE LT, &
USHEBEE D A\ LT A H ) I ER V5 e X
Riz. LaL, Bifficah~N7t-X 5, ZBECHT 5%
THAA VORERTIZLEALRAULKREZITHSLDT,
D TRALAA4 vRBELZFRALTL, FtEH 4+
REEA LTS RIGL.

Labic, BEERC 7 = VEEO L 5 IngbHl a2 A5
EOBENRTOR B ZEABDH B, ThEFhoFL A4
vIELRIC R L TR o BMM A B TH L0, 4
BEORBE I EETH B EABALIAR SR,

B 7 = VBT vE =D ANBEVLHRIES, B
BEOBIC KR REND X 508 7 = R AT
5.

RE3+ +3NH,* —= RE3+ +3NH,+

RE3S* 4 2Cit3- &= RE(Cit) ;-

RE* 3R oFH L1 A+ v E2RT.

LT, BIBcREL Wi FE1 4 L7 =4 v
EAREER L C—MBE»OHEL, ch2idonl
» HY ZWELTHHRBMN S A AB L, H g4
AF VML 7= vBBW Y, RMBCOEBEL
RE 3@BRc®ET 5. Tihebb, HRMCIZEIER
o> Ht L KB4 Uiz REY L oXWITIEA I 2
D LS.

RE (Cit) ,2- +6H+ == RE3* +2H,Cit
IOX5KR, FEAA VI —EIEEISBEEL, o
THRETIHEGENMEV RSN, HEAA4 VIKRECAA
VRBEE DO T, DV BEL LR 5.

7= VA F VIERT AR EDOH D F LA A
v, KERPEREEL WAL, FLE/ A+ VHEE
DHBIFELEAA VvOREFEOF TR 5.

RE, (Cit) 3~ + RE 3+ =

RE, (Cit) ,*- +RE**
BfigokE/ RE, 1+ v id g1+ voBTcRES,

FIeAb, BE, BREYBRIVELTCECBH T5%. 2
W, AL RE, A4 v X b4 2% RE, 14 vallsl
5.

LaLigh s, 7= vEBgERIKcxrhgEean$
BREDOBRIEDRFII L OBEREC I OTHFI I 5.

o, Thicfihsdbod LT, BEEF L 2E
BERERL, "OZXOBEBEDOKREVRBAA V2 &R
Xh, ZobTh FAD) A+ vr BEEAF v ET 58
fafn L EDTA BRI L O A GH e BB X h s
Ut ft .,

O EEELEE, KREFEFE N, F & HEDTA
(N-hydroxyethyl-ethylenediaminetriacetic acid) o#i
AfbEE ELEFLREEYOSBECET 5 TR
FOWRBA LTS,

4, JEA4 v (REM) ofEHE X OKBEHOE
Errzhth Mg, Ms L33, FtL14 v OiHE~
DRI HHRE Kp=Mr/Ms THEz bh%. L,
2EEOFLHETEIHEL WL T B E, FhFh
DELFETLEONAREE Kp,, Kp, TH2 bh, WL
FONHERE Ks 12

Ks=Kp,/Kp,

TRENS. ¥, $MEHEFLETEREL AR IR
LD REEER Y Ke L+hiE, 2EEOFLET
o BERBUL

Ks=Kc,/Kc,

TRINS. Tihebh HEETHFEI#EEAECI4E
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Mixed Rare Earth
(Adsorption Band)

Lighter

i T

AN
AN .

Lighiter Rare Earth T

Refining Process High
Purity
Rare
Earth

T HHEEDOREEER DD 5V IIENKZTIZEY
BIASTHY, TRECEEROREVLLDERE, T
b bisfkic s 2T Wi KB EHBT5. EDTA
IR L el EOBKOREEEHIRTFESOK
EhFHFEREV. Lzd2T, Lu, Yb, Tmee--d
I Dws LIEHR LT 5. BHE» bRy 2 v
FRIETCES, W BERLC X oC EHME 0% LR b
bhb.

Fig. 7 314 A vX#Bkic X 5 FLETHEO B0 %
MERLILSDTHS. HLEREMA A+ v A #]h (1~5)
EHETRIE BTHRESN, VA vH]E (6~
10) Ladfl, By —EEE TR BEEOHET
LEbe, BELIBRES, VORI, &A TR
Ny, FOBESICERBHEL TS BFLE IOCEF O
M Zh 4 CB#ERTOT, BRI EME DR
+%1B%.

I F VvEBREOEHIL, £ 0BEEILLERFRD
EMECHMSEIE LR TWI ETHDE. KA, +
AEFHKXTHO, 1 EOFRTE T £ Cie¥ 10 g 2%
5ok, B KBEBROBENMEL, BARKICEEN
KEMLL, EEHEIMEVC & THS.

9. &

i

FEETEORRIFECEFHE T HI:h, IHIHL
WHROMRBNEL LEDLRTERY, LrbRarE

BIEARKCHEREKROFRPBRIN DR I, Ft
R T 5B O0ERFE LS &Lt TEL. KX
T, FLETERYSETHEA DR, EI X oT
BohiEgh o arE, FEEE LTERBEShTW5
B & A A4 VARRBEEOW TN, & g
MR, chaFIETROSE, BRIt IhT

Heavier Rare Earth
Refining Process

High
Purity

ggfh Fig. 7. Separation and refining of rare
' earth elements by ion exchange process.

USHT, HEBELROBROBMIKEDOE EXRL
bR T 5.

BHBGTH 5 HZEOF L&Y D RLER 0B —Hik
FLSBRREATLEROEEEC I MIh AL EL DD
725, B kr0TEEL, AXTRFLELEDEY
& REBL O BERE & iR B ik T,

AL % EEDHT Hich, FRHMEHMTSAEGEZ
K, BAA¥B#SEZAERKOEDEZ T . o
HERCHEEDOHBEYRTLLIOTHS. Tk, FHLEW
2 vy - 7—2 (1980) ; N. E. Torp Z, H)I|—H,
EBUBHER - FEETEROMLE, LERA (1974) 1%
HELTREBVWTEER I T, 2 Ie#HEY
(kT5L5DTHB.
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