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Phase Analysis of Zirconium in Steel

Kazuo KAWAMURA, Shiro WATANABE, Minoru AMANO

Synopsis:

Torao UcHWA, and Tokioc Suzuxi

In order to establish a method for phase analysis of zirconium in steel, an investigation was made on the
chemical behavior of various zirconium compounds in steel.

The results obtained are as follows:

1) Fine ZrC and Zr sulfide particles are not quantitatively extracted by mineral acids treatment.

2) Zirconium compounds in steel are quantitatively extracted by the potentiostatic electrolysis methods.
3) The procedure for phase analysis of zirconium in steel is as follows:

a) For isolation of all zirconium compounds in steel, the potentiostatic electrolysis method (309, citric
acid—15% sodium citrate-1.29%, KBr or 109% acetyl acetone—19%, tetramethyl ammonium chloride-methanol

electrolyte) is applied and the extracted residue is filtered.

(Separation of metallic Zr).

b) The extracted residue is treated by 100 m/ of 10%, I,-CH;OH at room temperature for 20 min and
filtered (Separation of Zr sulfide and where existing Fe,Zr).
¢) The residue of b) is treated with 20 m/ of HF (14-20) at 40°C for 20 min and filtered (Separation

of ZrN and fine ZrC).

d) The residue of ¢) is finally treated with 15 m{ of HF (1420) and 15 m! of conc HNO; at room tem-
perature for 30 min and filtered (Coarse precipitate of ZrC is determined from the filtrate, and zirconium

oxide from the insoluble residue).

€) Metallic zirconium is calculated by subtraction of combined zirconium fraction from the total
amount of zirconium which is determined with use of a separate sample.
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Table 1. Chemical composition of steel sample examined.

- __  Element (%)

T C Si Mn S Zr N O Heat treatment
Sample T
Fe-Zr-C-1 0.106 | 0.029 | <0.0L | 0.006 | 0.048 | 0.0069 | 0.0038 1250°Cx1hr AC
Fe-Zr-N 0.002 |<0.01 <0.02 | 0.004 | 0.070 | 0.0103 | 0.0085 1250°Cx1hr AC
Fe-Zr-C-N 0.064 |<0.01 <0.02 | 0.004 | 0.068 | 0.0088 | 0.0034 1250°Cx 1 hr AC
Fe-Zr-S-1 0.004 | 0.24 0.26 | 0.018 | 0.027 | 0.0023 | 0.0029
Fe-Zr-S-2 0.071 | 0.17 0.151 0.040 | 0.178 | 0.0024 | 0.0037
Fe-Zr-O 0.005}| 0.010 0.30 [ 0.005| 0.210 | 0.0066 | 0.0051
1 300°C x5 hr WQ)
FC—ZI‘—C—Q* 0.050 0.005 0.31 0‘ 008 0. 4’6 0.0028 0 0040 90000 X 20 hr \’VQ
Zz-Steel-1 0.010 0.030- 0.23 | 0.010 ,y 0.226 | 0.0161 | 0.0020 780°C x5 hr
Zr-Steel-2 0.040 l 0.033 0.27 i 0.007 | 0.017 | 0.0094 | 0.0073 ! 710°Cx 13 hr
1

* The co-experimental Sample by the Non-metallic Inclusion Anclusion Analysis Committee.®’
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Microstructure of ZrIN precipitate
(secondary electron image).
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Line scanning image of zirconium carbo-
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Table 2. Analytical results of zirconium (%) in the extracted residues by the acid and

the halogen alcohol methods.

Sample
Fe-Zr-C-1 Fe-Zr-N Fe-Zr-C-N Fe-Zr-S-2 Fe-Zr-O

Reagent

HCI(141) heat 0.007 0.035 0.021 0.007 0.151
HCI(1+1) room temp. } 0.007 0.034 0.049 0.013 0.163
H,SO,4(1+5) heat 0.004 0.030 0.014 0.012 0.151
H,SO,{1+5) room temp. 0.020 0.040 0.044 0.012 0.165
Br,-CH;OH (109;) room temp. 0.010 0.070 0.068 0.016 0.176
I,-CH;OH (10%) room temp. 0.032 0.070 0.068 0.020 0.173
HNO;(2+1) —10°C 0.021 0.068 0.066 0.049 0.180
HNO;(1+4) —10°C 0.023 0.067 0.068 0.101 0.181
HNO4(2+1) —5°C 0.022 0.067 0.067 0.049 0.177
HNO,(1+1)—-5°C 0.022 0.070 0.068 0.051 0.178
HNOQO;(1+3) —5°C 0.024 0.064 0.068 0.080 0.175
HNO,;(1+8)—-5°C 0.025 0.066 0.067 0.113 0.181
HNO,;(1+1) +10°C 0.023 0.068 0.067 0.045
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Photo. 3. Electron micrographs of extracted ZrC.
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Table 3. Analytical results of zirconium in the extracted residues by various electrolytic

methods (%Zr).

citrate-1.29;, KBr
-300mV vs. SCE

Electrolyte
Sample

309, citrate-15¢9, Na- 10%
19, (CHj;),NCI-CH,OH
+100mV vs. SCE

Acetyl acetone- 72 HCI1-39, FeCls-
Ethylenglycol

-280 mV vs. SCE

Fe-Zr-C-1 0.047 0.050 0.047 0.046 0.035 0.037

Fe-Zr-N 0.070 0.068 0.068 0.070 0.067 0.070

Fe-Zr-C-N 0.063 0.064 0.065 0.064 0.064 0.063

Fe-Zr-S-1 0.025 0.026 0.026 0.028

Fe-Zr-S-2 0.169 0.171 0.176 0.171 0.150 0.149

Fe-Zr-O 0.198 0.188 0.183 0.182 0.182 0.190
FeCly-z 5 v 4 ) a0 — VERKR X IE/KIBHERIK FER L.

(10% 757 bho-1% F IS AFN T T 2D
&~y w54 F-CHOH 15¥k) %R L.

4-2.1 FEEBFBE

EREAI Y = U BER DS —300mVvsSCE, =514
Y 3O — LA —280mVvs SCE, JE7KiEEER 5 + 100mVvs
SCE QOEBTEENATLIE FIIT AR LS
LEBMEM YR T2l BENT Zr SHEREUT
0.2~2.0gTREL, BEER RS 74V Z—FilEi= = —
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BRICALEATILWIL E Zr (e E T2 EIRTE S
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BREORTLT7F VT € b REREIBRES
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B Zr EHFEBEOEVWHO X S ERELZSBILEL
TH5EAREREOER CTRHUORAE & & bICkEiRicH»
YDED Fe BB LHE Y BIF &IV X ehD7k
L7ch > CHEREDRI NI 7 = D EEREREL B i

5. ShiTHOTE
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5-1 FtHmDREE

4-1 DR S Zr FALZ T 2558 Liho Zr b4
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*LThis b OKEER & LED FEREE b ST
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0 minD A B TV, BEDD Zr B2 FE g
R 0.043% THDolc. ILIWHMREG #RESESE
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DILIRE 35 T DR, FIRRBOEE L —F L7-fE
R L. ZRHOFEEERWTRD Total Zr Hicyd
LT 10% BEOEBBESLICE X DA ZrC %
BLAEHEBL T EHBE L. D8I B 2 B
[,-CH,OH THBLILED Zr DEIIBF 5 EIY)
HEDEE, < MY v 2 ADBRRICAT B RIS R
IhTiils ZrC PR LD DEEZ BN S.

Zr AL > T T D B E B T2k Tib
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bl & EE L-CH,OH B L-EEEE—FK L, K
50 Zr RILIIBRET D L 2R LA Lo T
Zr it sy & LT I,-CH,OH the A+ 52 &
L.

5-2 ZrC & ZxN D58

W L7 Fe-Zr-C-1 8RNI Zr S8 B < 5k

HROBEEE E LTEY TRV EE Z Fe-Zr-C-2 3§
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AL Fe-Zr-C-2 33 s = UEERERERT Zr
0.428%, UlEIstsEhicx® I,-CH,OH i#f2gkTix Zr
0.416% LT L AF#EI L, ZDOFFD ZrC iz Photo.
SERULAEXSICLAWNTCEDLDTERETH S Z EHbh
D LS 2> THEEOBTHTIE Fe-Zr-C-2 3 &
Fe-Zr-N Ul %R L.

sty [-CH,OH (10%) 100 mi THMEIARE LBES
T 74— (0.2p) CTHEE BLOBEERALT
°C CRELIOLEED Zr @& L. REEE
13 Fe-Zr-C-2 3%§ls 0.5g, Fe-Zr-N 3§ 1.0g
T I,-CH,OH MHEEREDEFAERIET T 20me 2 {5
L7z #8R% Fig. 1 XU Fig. 2 it/ E»S

HNO, (1+10) 70°C
-

04

H,50.(1+9) 70C
—

—_—

HNO, (1 +5) 70%C

——_—

0.3

Zr (%}

—_—

oz} .
> HCI (1+1)70%C
HF (1+20) 70°C
o1t HNOs (1+1) 70C
Boiling HNO, (1+1)
. 1 1 L
o} 20 40 60 120

Stonding time (min)

Fig. 1. Effect of acid treatment for separative
dissolution of ZrC in the extracted by
I,-CH4OH (sample Fe-Zr-C-2).

HNO, I+£OJ 70C

006 I HNO:(1+5) 70°C
W
\ ~
- ‘“ \A\.\
.‘\ T~—~.__H:S0.(1+9) 70T
L T
ooal 4\
\ \,\
:\3 “‘ ‘\‘___ A____.._.._’;‘?I_E.I.:,A) ?OC
< u \
N \
——— 0 = = =0 HF(1+20} 4
——— B ® HF(1+20)S0°C
002 |- ==~ ~O~~=~-0 HF(1+20) 70T
Boiling HNO, (1+1)
r ] 1 L
0 20 40 60 120

Standing time (min)

Fig. 2. Effect of acid treatment for separative
dissolution of ZrN in the extracted by
I,-CH,OH (sample Fe-Zr-N).

Mhs X S5z ZrC, ZrN UE 2 Lo Licss
2T HNOs(1+410), H,SO,(1+9), HCI(1+1) oEIC
Zr DIERFEEIT HEEE R L. Ti OEOER
ZEPT HCl 2 H,SO, MIMZEWTHEMEETH
L0ix L, HNO W FREETH L D, Zrix T
LR DBBREERTZEAHIB L. Fpkm s
W EhE ZrC fRE®N: HCL X b H,S0, DiE>S
BBERLOTWEHRE LTV, ZhREnmEE
DIHEIC D X 523 HoSO, IBEIC X 558 VDS IEETHO
MR LESTHObNIEFELTWS.

DEI HNO; BE*Z 2T ZrC OBMREYT/E L
R Fig. 1 0FBTRT X S5t HNO; jBED#M
BIURHORB L L D EEDD Zr EIZETT 55
70°C, 120 min ‘TH5EL Zr #4552 L Iz T
B2t £ D> HNOg(1+1) #FVERIBHE L&
Z % 20min T ZrC BH5HE L. ZrN imonw d [k
IR SR R s o7 R 70°C 120 min QEC 3 ZrN
DOFEMFENE 102 BETH O/ Ui LEIRISHIC v
Tt 20min ‘CEJ 20% @ ZrN BLR L. Li-aio
T HNOg(L+1) jipgkic X 5 ZrC » ZrN D5 EETIE
WTHRWEHET L. Ti OIRESHE I v HF
+HCI © TiN 2L TiC & TiN oS8R b
NTHDT Fe-Zr-N 7% 3 Hv» HF(1420)70°C
KHITD ZrIN OBEMBEZAE LHER 20 min ¢ ZrN
WXV L7z, Fe-Zr-C-2 3thiz o ¢ 3 A AEE 2
fTiso7fER Fig. | o fAf» b s X 51220 mingd
WFT Zr 1359 40% KT L, BRlofa L & hicES
BB T 5EME R L. ZrC & ZrN o458k )R
521 60°C @ HF <, @375¥k 50°C o» HF ¢4
BELTV B, AEBRRICH VI 50°C £ 40°C T Hic
MEdas /eo/cl s Fig. 1| THLI S X 5iCZrC
VRALERRERT 20 min @4 50°C ¢ 15%, 40°C ¢ 10
%REOHEMRLLY, MHEEEOKTE L HCBEMRE
DA EmPE L L, BB T 5EEES E DTk
EVTERHBA L. 40°C QBT E S < —H o
7 ZrC BB L D EFE 2D, ZIN 5T dh 50
°C ¢ 40°CopnRET HF X% ZrN OERes
FAELAHER 20min T ZIN 35221052 L7z, 70°C
L 40°C ThHTPI Zr BOEBELTWBHR, Thix
BRAED ZrO, B—HWHER LI L E X505, Dokt
RO HF i X558 RT ZIN OEL B & [
R Z1C O—H I 5B EIN DB —GRRETH 5
L% % HF (1+20)40°C, 20 min OMEBLEE 2T 2
ZEE L/

Ti OBELHET DL 5T v HF fE-c2{tix &
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s H,0: (5%)+ HF (1+20)

< a H0. (10%)+HF(1+20)

o HNOs(i+1)+HF(1+20)

(%) o HNOs (conc) + HF (1 +20)

0] 30 60 90

Standing time (min)
Fig. 3. Effect of acid treatment for separative
dissolution of ZrC and ZrO, in the ex-
tract of other the HF (1420) treatment
(sample Fe-Zr-C-2 and Fe-Zr-O).

LTSI LT WA RILE Ti 4, i b oL
NIRBEETHHOTF LT, Zr BRI X DTK
B ZrC THLMhROVARLEETHD L WA 5.

5.3 ZrC & ZxO, O B4

ZrC L ZrO, o4yt ZrC & 43+ 5 Eih 5 H,0,
+HF % X HNO;+HF ¢ X 545 8saiast L. &)
£H Fe-Zr-C-2 30kl & Fe-Zr-O & AV, EEE
I,-CH,OH (109,) %54 % HF (1+20) 40°C, 20 min
THIE L, A No. 5 TAH@ LABREXMH L. B
L2o&iix (1) Hy0.(5%) +HF(1+20), (2) H:O,
(109) +HF (1+20), (3) HNO;(1+1) +HF (1 +20),
(4) HNO;(conc) + HF (1+20) T+~T 30ml % {#f
L. %% Fig. 3 R L. HF pBEED Zr &
% 1009 & L, ZrC W IEHT ZrO, A cHitRe
DLt gx Foy FLEELAZLDTHS.

Fig. 3 » 555 X 5k ZrC o&4fEark HNOg(1 +
1), H,0,(5%), H,0,(10%), HNO;(conc) DIETH
L, HNO;(conc) +HF (1+20) 30 min fig& T ZrC 1%
SELITIBME Lz, F7- ZrO, HEEfE & LT SR
%% L, HNO;(conc) +HF (1 +20) &2 T HUE Ry RS
30 min T§) 10% BEBEBRT S &5 b2l ZrC
& ZrO, o4yikicty ZrOy DIEMH A< L ERER
THEET % % HNO;(conc) +HF(14+20) 2 X % HEE%:
ERtsz2im L. DX Sic ZtO, 5253\ HF
xR L THBHREE T 50w LT Ti BHMbinldraht
Led v b 4 lEOBEREGHOMESDO—DOTHD

PANT R
54 EBILEY

Zr -1 B0 = U EBRBHEEE O XIREFR R,
54 BRILE Y (Fe.Zr) OFERZTER L. 1.-CH,OH
(10%) Ao X gERcE&BRILEMRIFRES
DR DOTHLME & DCEFT S L3R L7.
RIBEERD bob S HcILBEMLEOERE IS
AT DT X OIREESIT IS B RE D 7.

6. K& IWE
6-1 SIAHE

DAE et b HRESE Lo girh Zr ORAES 7 Bl
KDEBDTHS.

) EsE (EErx 2 Y— -0~ 150F~4003%
THIEEL » F A7 03— VTHEBEREREL R I VEER
Li-d D) ZHefl LB 10% 7F V7 & -
1% ¥ v 2FA7 B2 as 04 F-CHOH &
WEElx 30% » x o @-15%2 ~ EF b Y va-1.2
2%KBr JKiENER 500 ml # A, T T U EIIEEN
ZTHEWE EEER, H AR Lt bipiRic BAFRR
ey PLEBNER (FvFL7 & b FR+100mVys
SCE, 7&. # x . E%-300mVvs SCE) il vy Zr
FHREERTIGUTEMRTS.

?) BRETHARZEVHLIL» LDLEDEMR
W Aie b —ov e —H — (100 ml) R Wiy, EBE N
BEfTRVwAE LTV S BEEE SD VR L L,
X BT AL/ — VIEHRPCTEBEBSEREETLS. &
BBROBEEE,rPLEREBEELRDD.

3) BRAWELEEL=—JWKT T 4vZ—~ (0.2u)
2L bVWCRE|ABL2) OMHEESY 26T 5. KE
A FAT N ATHHCRET S (&LEH Zr O
ZrHfE) -

4) 3) omiEEr ,-CH;OH (10%) 100ml %
ANFEEF/T7 I RAACE, TNTERXERT AR
FLAMASEERT 20 min BIFEMET 5. BRE= - —
BWRFT I avE— 02p) b bW THESIAEL, X
F 7T — NTHFITHRET 5.

5) A H;SO4(1+9)10m! 3 X 8 HNOg(conc)
10m! ZMZENPCINBELTCAF TV I— b IO
vEFGHSE SmI DTRIBRHETS. b LLIKIEER
LT3 vENEDTVWEEESICIEE 5k HNO;j(conc)5
ml FMXTHERC I VELRHEES. IRBEARE
A&vy FBLTEBse, Copigs ) 2gxnk
CiERL L, H.S0, REZFELE “Whora=v sz
BAE" (JISG 1232) L2 T Zr B2%EETS .-
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(Zr BEALCHEY T 5 Zr B 3 LI LEMLEmSTE
EThifczrgshns.)

6) 4) OBREZIZANE—LEHiT 200ml OFY
ITFULE—A—ITi#HL, HF(1+20)20m! % jnz 8%
WP E B VISR ERZ 7 A Vv E — 5555
BET. TOETHL,T 40°C OiEAT T 20 min
BL, LEOAE S NTFTE A58, No. 5C TA:E
T %. Eidld HF(2%) #ilx by TEEEST 5

7) AE¥mEBALMm (100ml) %L, H.SO, (1+9)
Sml Zfinx, Smi DUTFIiIRHEHRAE& VY KB LTE
E L, HF 2SS AT S) LRRREELSs
v Zr G EE&T % (ZrN & X OMHRE ZrC 1 f8
X35 Zr &),

8) 6) OEEL AMITLE HIPrLbEO>THED X
JrFLrrE—»—ic BL HF (1420) 15ml (L8
HNO; (conc) 15m! Zhnx #iET 30 min HiE4 5K
No. 5C =58+ %.

9) AWzEem (100ml) L H,SO, (1+5) 5
ml Nz 7) LRFRE BEE T Zr 5% ERT
5 (HK7% ZrC il 5 Zr 8).

10) 8) OBREXBENVYFECHL 5) LREKkLER
ERfTiEVZr 8% E 8T 5 (ZrO ITHYT 5 Zr &).

1) £8 Zr [HRHOEE» 54 Zrg (JISG 1232
Do FHEE) wRDELED Zr B (KESWHETZD
nic Zr g) BEF|TRDLNRS.

6-2 FITHER

6-1 OFEIC LcHoT Zrff-1 ks X U8 Zr §5-2
AEORESTE I 2707, Table 4 RT L SE
RO X VERETR L. Zria-1 82 buvt 6-1
DEDOEDDEFETHEERENEME Uiz Zr (L%
FECHHLTWEPE S P XBETC X SR #FR
Dl R% Fig. 4 TR L. AR ZN, ZreC,
ZrO, DIFHIT Zr F b Fe,Zr H7FE L, I,-CH,-
OH MELTHi b4 & i Fe,Zr 1X40M2+ 5 & & H3yRH

Table 4. Phase analytical results of steel con-

taining zirconium (%).

Sample
Zr-Steel-1 Zr-Steel-2
Element
Metallic Zr 0.059 0.058 — —
Zr as Zr sulfide* | 0.044% | 0.042%* —_ —
Zr as ZrN and i
fine ZrC 0.077 | 0.081 0.006 | 0.007
Zr as ZrQC-. 0.037 0.036 0.002 0.002
Zr as ZrQ, 0.009 0.009 0.008 0.008
Total Zr % 0.226 |0.226 | o0.016 | 0.017

* Inter metallic compound FepZr include.

. Electrolysis

A Z13S;

* Zr,C,S,
° FeyZr

ZrN

A
°

JIEE IR ,
NN NN I,— CHsOH Q
z
o N
e ¢
NS
[&]
N
HE{1+20)

| |
40 50 60—

Fig. 4. Results of X-ray diffraction of the residues
es extracted by variout methods (sample
Zr steel-1).

L7z. ZrN, ZrC, ZrO, /g FRSELISEXhTuvd
Z EwHEER L.

7. &

AT D Zr QIRRESH L DWW TRE LB RS0
X5k EBxbhi.

D @ho Zr (LEMOBEREHOWTHE Lk
RINFZTHHECHERA SN TE 2 HCL £ H,S80,
BRGNS ZrC 2 Zr Htho—8rEmL, &
& Zr & Ze{eAWe ST s L LR TH B L
P oY A fl

2) #h»L Zr (LA WEATLESEHTELFEL L
TIZUHBRBIOT v F 07 & b REMENRIGT
Ho7c.

3) KDOKODWHMOFEEL LTt ERE
% I,-CH,OH(10%) #ET5zZ2icXbh, ZrC »
ZtN o5pgicis HF(1420) 40°C, 20 min @G,
%72 ZrC & ZrO; @&t LTl HNO;(conc) +

ill]

— 134 —



L2 = ADIREL W IEDOTSE 2659

HF(1+20) fglic X >CARETH O L OBRMT
O Zr {LEmic oW T —EORES T2 EILT 5 &
BT &z

4) f4gmic ZrC iz HF ic X b —F58F L 2N
iz, %7 FeZr BEE LIBERILIPCEEN
5. &ERLE (FeZr) ORIBHHTIC OV TRAEST
AW oY S aaed ol

5) roEgRcRBO Ti OBEKESEHE LR
SED X S IARBEEBHD b

a) Ti f{bPESIRT/ e -7 b3 — VAAHEERIC
FETHHDOEHR LT Zr FALMIFRLETH DI

b) I,-CH,OH WQHEED Rt ZE{LmDILEr
#83 Ti 04 HCL % H,SO, i gy ZE T HNO,
R THLDICH L, Zr OB HNO K KET
HCl % H,SO, W ARKETH 2/

c) Bk >3+ HF wxtL Ti OBERELT
HmEBRWTEETHLDER L, Zr BERRET X
DT DB D Z LA L.

d) Ti Btz >+ HF CREETH DA Zr i
{LiEETH o7k,
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