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The Effect of Alloying Elements on Atmospheric Corrosion of High

Tensile Strength Steels

Synopsis:

Taishi MOROISHI and Jiro SATAKE

High tensile strength steels used for the outdoor constructions are required to possess a good

atmospheric corrosion resistance.

The specimens of high tensile strength steels containing various

amounts of C, Si, Mn, Cr, Ni, Mo, Ti, Nb, Zr, B, and Cu were exposed to the atmosphere at Amagasaki
and Kitakyushu up to five years. The effects of the alloying elements on the atmopheric corrosion
resistance of the steels were analysed by means of the multiple regression analysis.

Corrosion rates of the steels are expressed by the equation,

W=kt/(n-+¢t)
whre w : corrosion loss (u),
following equations.
At Amagasaki,

¢t : exposure time (year) and %, n: constants. k£ and n are given by the

k(p)=182-2—54- 751—41 6Cr—11'INi—87-0Mo—39-8Cu—52'2Nb

n(year) =2'46—0°'98Cr—1'20Mo
At Kitakyushu,

k() =247-9— 106-6Si— 28 4Cr— 27 5Ni—65° 4Mo—41-2Cu—7071B
n(year) =2+90— 1 +24Si—0-32Cr—0-74Mo— 42 50P —77-64B

where Si, Cr etc. indicate the contents of the alloying elements in wt %.

The effects of the alloying

elements on the pitting depth were also analysed; Si, Ni, and Cu reduced the depth of pits.
(Received Feb. 17, 1972)
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Table 1. Chemical composition of test materials (wt 25).

No| C Si {Mn| Cr | Ni [ Mo| V | Ti { Nb | Zr B Cu| P S Al

Carbon steel 0| 0-10{<0-01| 0-30| 0:02/ O0-0l] —| — — — — —| 0:05/0°012|0-021 —
11017, 0-08| 127, 0:04| 0-05{ —| —| —|0-06] — 0-11)/0°014{0-016{0-022
Mn-Nb 2017} 0-07; 1-35 0:04 0-05{ —| —f —| 006 — 0-11/0-014{0-017(0-022
3(0-17 0-04] 2:04/ 004/ 0-05{ —| —| —1004 — 0-11/0-011}0-018{0-022
4 |0-18/ 0-04{ 1-93/ 004/ 0:05f —| — —|0-08 — 0-1110-011{0-017[0-022
Mo-B K | 0-10] 0-32 1-14| 0-04] 0-05| 0-42) —| 0-04f —| —0-0018 0-11j0-009/0-016,0°027
N | 010 0-27{ 1*19, 0-04| 005/ 0-40{ —| 0-05 —| 0:02{0-0036| 0°11/0-010|0-017/0-043
L | 010, 0-30! 1:21| 0-04] 0°05] 041 —| 0-04/ 005 —|0-0020} 0-11/0-010/0-013/0°029
Mo-Nb-B M | 009 0-20 1-10| 0-04} 0'05f 0-40f — 0-04| 0°05] —|0-0024| 0-11/0-009/0-017/0-013
P | 011 0-29 1-16/ 0-04| 0°05 0-40f — 0-04| 0:05f —|0-°0032{ 0-11/0-0090-017/0-028
Q | 010, 0-29; 1'18 0-04} 0'05/ 0-39 —| 0-04 0°31) —|0-0028 0-11/0-010 0-015/0-030
Mo-V-B W | 010 0'28: 0-89| 0-04| 0:05/ 0-42 0°10; 0°04 — —:0'0033 0-11{0°009|0-015{0-032
Mo-Cu-V-B 1 38 0'13’ 0-34{ 096} 0°05 O'OGi 0-13/ 00200 —| —| 0°03/0-0019( 0-94,0-0120-020/0-015
Cr~-Mn 0-10; ©0-28, 1-80] 141006 —| — — —| — —| 0-110-012{0-0150-015
Cr-Cu-Nb V [ 009 0-24| 0-91{ 0-50] 0-05f —| —| 0-04{ 0-55| — 0-0037| 0-49 0'012i0'017 0-026
Cr-Cu-Ti 59 1 0-15] 0-28] 0-35| 1-50, 0-04] — —1 0-16f —| — —| 1-02 0'018:0'029 0-020
Cr-Mo-Cu-Ti | 71 | 0-22| 0-25| 1-05} 0-52} 0-05| 0-30 —: 0-16] —| —[0-0034| 1-04/0-013;0-022/0-024
Cr-Mo-Cu-Nb | T | 0-08 0-24/ 0-91| 0-51| 0-05{ 0-27, —| 0-05| 0-30] —|0-0037| 0-52|0'009 0‘017i0'029
Cr-Mo-Cu-V 15 ] 0-19] 0-24| 0-54| 0-59] 0-06| 0-38{ 0-07, 0-05| —| 0-03| 0-0025| 1+04|0°018|0*029|0-008
21 1 0-19; 0-33| 0-70, 1-02 0-06| 0-21| 0-06/ 0-07] —| 0-06|0-0034| 1-04|0-019(0°033|0:019
Ni-Nb U | 010 0-31 0-77) 0-04| 2-75] —| —; 0-04| 0-51] —|0°0017 0‘10[0’0130’016 0-032
R 0'10: 0-26| 0-80] 0-04| 2-77/ 0-35] —| 0-04 —| 0-0018} 0-10;0°012/0-015/0-018
Ni-Mo 87 | 0-12 0-26| 1-55 0-03/ 3-05| 0-22(-04] 0-06] —| 0-02 —( 0-11{0-013 0‘02210'028
89 0'l3{ 0-23| 0-54| 0-03| 3-05; 0-60; 0-05 0‘061 0-03 — 0-11j0-013 0‘022|0'021

Ni-Cr-Mo-Cu | S | 0-09] 0-28 0-87; 0-54 2'81% 0-36) —{ 004 —| — 0'0022‘ 0-51 0'012l0'015E0'013
Ni-Cr-Mo-Si E | 009 0-56 1-27) 0 65| 0-50; 042} —| —| — — — 0‘110'012:0'014l0'032
_ F | 0-09] 1-06 0-91| 064} 0-50| 0-40] —| —| —f — —i 0-11{0-0090-015,0-018

Ni-Cr-Mo B |0-10] 0-27] 1-32{ 0-92; 1-50; 0-22f — — — — —{ 0°11j0 013/0°015{0-038
D {0-08 0-24; 0-73; 0-61] 2-54, 0-42 —k e —| 0+10/0'018 0:018:0-011
"A | 009 0-26] 1-21| 0-94} 0:49 022 0-10], — — — —i 0-11{0-012;0-015/0° 002
Ni-Cr-Mo-V C | 007 0-23 1-12| 0-91} 0-50{ 0-43] 0-10, — — — —| 0-12{0°017(0-014/0-011
81014 020 0-99| 0-53; 1-49| 0-46| 0-34; 0-08: — —|0-0033} 0-12{0:016;0-020 0-028
,90 1 0-13] 0-38 0-94 1'16ﬁ 3-02| 0-40: 0-09 0'062 —1 0°03 —t 0-08{0-019,0-023:0° 020
— : not added.
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Table 2. Contents of corrosive agents in the atmospheres at the two test sites.

\G“r“i"c agents SO, (SO;mg/day-100cm? PbOy) Sea salt (mg NaCl/day-m?)
Test si . . . .

Perio ds\& Amagasaki Kitakyushu Amagasaki Kitakyushu
Aug. 1964~]Jul. 1965 1-86 2-13 1-86 2-65
Aug. 1965~ Jul. 1966 1-88 2-00 1-26 3-16
Aug. 1966~ Jul. 1967 1-83 2-27 0-98 4-28
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Fig. 1. Somc cxamples of corrosion loss vs.

time curves.”
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Table 3. Observed corrosion losses of the steels and constants of the corrosion rate equation*.

Amagasaki Kitakyushu
Steel Corrosion loss () Corrosion loss (g)
No k n : k n
1 year 3 year 5 year 1 year 3 year 5 year '
0 47 96 124 209-8 3:50 75 141 180 2760 2-74
1 47 90 107 157-0 2:30 70 123 154 2190 2-20
2 46 80 105 - 154-0 2-28 68 126 157 233-0 2'46
3 50 102 119 | 180-4 250 75 141 168 2433 2:22
4 51 99 118 1754 2:40 74 132 167 2423 234
K 41 78 89 125-2 1-98 62 108 125 167°5 1-68
N 41 75 90 128-3 2-14 62 108 124 1652 1-64
L 43 78 . 92 1286 1-98 63 114 129 1743 1-70
M 42 81 92 1302 2-00 - 61 111 128 1762 1-84
P 41 72 87 1208 1-98 62 102 120 1565 1-56
Q 42 78 92 1309 2:08 61 105 129 178-3 1-98
A\ 39 .72 84 1179 1-98 59 99 118 1571 1-70
38 36 60 77 106-2 2:06 51 93 102 1351 1-54
G 40 66 75 96-0 1-38 67 114 126 161-2 1-34
A\ 38 69 - 73 93-8 1-32 61 105 117 151-5 1-44
59 33 54 60 754 1-26 51 90 102 135-7 1-62
71 33 57 61 770 1-22 51 87 100 131-5 1-56
T 34 57 64 82-1 1-38 54 ‘90 108 142-7 1-68
15 31 51 55 . 68-0 1-12 50 84 90 111-9 1-16
21 33 57 (55) | (64-5) | (0-749) 52 87 (86) | (101-2) | (0-78)
U 32 57 70 99-4 2-14 42 72 83 109-7 1-60
R 29 54 64 91-6 2-14 38 63 73 94-8 1-50
87 32 57 72 104-2 2-32 40 72 84 115-8 1-88
89 28 51 59 81-5 1-86 37 63 69 87-8 1-30
S 27 45 51 65-6 140 36 60 66 83-2 126
E 32 54 57 70-4 1-10 52 84 91 111-7 110
F 28 45 47 56-3 0-92 44 66 70 82-0 0-82
B 33 57 61 77-0 122 55 90 101 127-6 1:30
D 29 - 48 54 68-8 134 42 66 74 91-4 1-18
A 35 57 63 78-7 122 60 99 115 149-1 1-50
- C 34 60 63 79-3 1-20 58 96 109 . 139°6 "~ 1-40
8 32 51 57 70-8 1-20 48 78 85 1051 1-14
90 29 51 57 750 1-52 40 69 74 93-4 1-24
* W=kt/(n+1) where W : corrosion loss (), ¢: time of atmospheric exposure (year), k & = : constants
300
. I
(a) Amagasaki (b} Kitakyushu
250 |- =
: 00
o
200 - - k=100n
Y 0
x o
150 - - o
78
/o 087
[s)
100 | L /anf
) D%Bs
/’ s
50 ! 1 ]
(o] 4 0 I 2 3 4
7 {year)

Fig. 2. Correlation between % and n which are the constants
appeared in the corrosion loss-time equation *( 1 ).
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Table 4. Calculated regression coeflicients of & (/%) and n (year/%) for 19 of alloy elements.
. Con- . . . : Vari- [Contri .
Test sites | stant Si Cr Ni Mo Cu P B Nb ance bution F-ratio
A ki k| 182:2 —54-7) —41-6/ —11-1] —87-0, —39°8 —52-2| 173-6] 88-1 8-23
magasakl | , | 2-46 —0-98 —1-20 0-0276| 675 | 14:00
Kitak h k| 247-9 |—106-6] —28-4| —27-5| —65-4] —41-2 —7071 166-6{ 93-5| 11-90
Hakyusiu |5 1 2-90.| —1-24| —0-32 —0-74 —42-50|—7764{ .. 0-0101} 79-8 | 8-99
Range of alloy content | 0 | 0:02 | 001 0 | 0050009 o0 0
(%) 1-06 1-50 3-05 0-60 1-04 | 0:019 |0-0037 | 0-55
k or n=const.+ 2, regr. coef.-alloy content (%) F1,6(0°01)=7"72 F1,7,(0-01)=7-68 Fl34(0°01)=7"56.
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Fig. 3. Correlation between observed and calculated Fig. 4. Correlation between observed and calculated
' ‘values of. k. the latter is calculated by the values of k. the latter is calculated by the
regression equation for £ at Amagasaki shown regression equation for k at Kitakyushu shown
. in Table 4. .. in Table 4.
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Fig. 5. Correlation between observed and calculated values of n. the latters are calculated
by the regression equations for n at Amagasaki and Kitakyushu shown in Table 4.
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Table 5. Depth of pits formed on the steel surfaces (z). T
Steel Amagasaki “Kita;kyushu Steel Amagasaki I:{itakyushu .
No s G s G No s G s G
0 229 367 307 412 T 172 214 — —
1 197 367 . 246 443 15 138 - 192 234 304
2 183 292 259 372 21 180 191 239 300
3 221 268 277 382 U 152 169 182 241
4 177 311 271 346 R 129 156 151 208
K 204 253 253 409 87 151 182 156 219
N 204 268 260 356 89 120 158 147 231
L 187 284 261 303 S 118 119 193 197
M 179 232 '250 330 E 163 180 229 286
P 191 260 248 336 F 120 198 200 276
Q 194 258 281 379 B 153 167 209 289
W 216 229 261 349 D 139 150 - . 173 - 220
38 181 193 228 287 A 181 209 249 367
G 224 240 287 357 C 201 214 237 311
A% 199 247 263 320 8 152 171 212 269
59 176 202 239 332 a0 124 151 - 188 218
71 184 199 244 309 .
Table 6. Calculated regression coefficients of the depth of pits (x/%) for 1% of alloy contents.

Test °sites Surface | Constant Si Ni Cu Variance | Contribution| F-ratio
A ki S 2150 — 622 —21-8 | —254 2721 732 7-92

magasaki G 304°3 —114-8| —39'2 —75°9 936- 1 736 14-04
Kitakvush S 977°9 | — 51-6| —31-9 | —224 229-4 85'8 7-34

Hakyushu G 3912 — 92-4| —48'5 —57°9 - 681-8 82'9 12-46

Depth of pit (¢) =const.+ F, regr.coef.-alloy content (%)
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