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A Study on the Interference Mechanism in Atomic Absorption Analysis

Synopsis:

Yoshihide ENDO and Yuki NAKAHARA

On 20 elements-Na, K, Mg, Ca, Ti, V, Cr, Mo, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cd, Al, Si, Sn, Pb, and
Bi-which were determinable by atomic absorption analysis in steel-making, the interference mechanism
by Al and Sr in air-C,H, flame and N;O-CoH; flame was discussed.

Of those elements, 6 elements-Mg, Ca, Ti, V, Cr, and Mo-were appreciably interfered with by
Al and Sr in some flames. The interferences in Mg, .Ca, and Cr could be explained by chemical
interferences in air-CyH, flame. It was suggested that Ti, V and Mo were also interfered with che-
mically in N,;O-C,H, flame, but their interference mechanisms might be complicated and influenced

by the presence of anions.

(Received Sept. 26, 1970)
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Table 1. Results of measurement (Absorbance).
; |
Element Addition Air-C,H, flame ! N;O-C;H, flame A
ppm (100 ppm) Wave length (A)
C.H, lean C.H, rich ’ C.H, lean C:H, rich
— 0-161 0083 0155 0-149
Mg 1 Al 0-109 0071 0159 0-152 2852
Sr 0-223 0-128 0- 161 0-159
— 0-320 0177 0-228 0-221
Mn 10 Al 0-322 0175 0-238 0-228 2 795
Sr 0-322 0181 0-239 0-231
— 0°146 0-046 0 425+ 0-326
Ca 10 Al 0-109 0033 0 45% 0-341 4227
Sr* 0-220 0096 0 49% 0-414
— 0660 0-421 0 11%x 0-097
Na 10 Al 0662 0418 0123 0-097 5890
Se* 0610 0-388 0 11% 0-101
— <0-001 0-001 0-246 0-158
Al 100 Sr <0-00! 0-001 0-251 0-160 5 962
— <0-001 0-001 0-081 0-035
Ti 100 Al <0-001 0-001 0125 0-090 3643
Sr <0-001 0-001 0081 0-036
— 0-001 0-001 0-108 0-076
V100 Al 0-001 0-002 0161 0148 3184
Sr 0-00! 0-001 0-131 0082
— 0122 0-146 0- 51+ 0-706
cr 50 Al 0-130 0174 0+ 5% 0765 3579
Sr 0-086 0°168 0+ 5% 0-745
— 0001 0-017 0119 0137
Mo 50 Al 0-001 0-015 0237 0255 3133
Sr 0-001 0-005 0086 0-092
— 0-456 0-387
K 10 Al 0-456 0-377 No detection | No detection 7 665
Sr 0-469 0-387
— 0-174 0-097 0-108 0°102
Fe 10 Al 0186 0-110 0-113 0-107 2 483
Sr 0-160 0-114 0-114 0-108
— 0-201 0-114 0-101 0-098
Co 10 Al 0-208 0-133 0-105 |  0-098 2 407
Sr 0187 0-122 0100 | 0097
— | 0187 0-060 0:08 | 008l
Ni 10 Al | 019 0-097 0087 | 0085 2320
Sr L 0186 0086 | 008 , 0085
| — | 022 0179 L o1l | o111
Cu 10 Al 0229 0-180 | 015 | 0118 © 3247
Sr  0-229 0180 ' 0117 © 0-116
L _ 0451 0301 |  0-284 0-278
Zn 5| Al | 0-45% 0303 | 0274 , 0277 2137
Sr 0-456 0303 | 027 ' 0273
! — 0-728 0495  0-44] 0-420
cd 10 | Al 0-721 0492 0453 . 0418 2 288
- 0-726 0-495 0446 | 0426
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— 0-001 <0-001 0-094 0-094
Si 100 Al 0-001 <0-001 0-096 0-101 2516
Sr 0-001 <0001 0-095 0-097
— 0-016 0-009 0-129 0-130
Sn 100 Al 0-016 0-010 0-130 0-131 2 863
Sr 0-016 0-009 0-131 0-132
— 0-161 0-073 0-097 0-094
Pb 50 Al 0-159 0-071 0-097 0-094 2833
Sr 0-159 0-076 0-102 0:093
— 0-349 0-156 0-244 0-237
Bi 100 Al 0-347 0-155 0-246 0-239 2231
Sr 0-351 0-154 0-243 0-233
* Ca and Na in SrCly-6H,0 are corrected.
** It is impossible to read exactly because of noises.
Hollow N.O — C.H, flame Slit
cathode Air -C.H, flame
lamp g
— 7 | | “i | |
= ! = l
C.H. leon C.H. rich C.H. lean C.H. rich
(V3¢/min) (20/min) (44¢/min) (50¢/min)
(. v J \ Y <
Air 60//min N.O S50!/min

Fig. 1. Conditions of flame and position of lamp beam.
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Fig. 2. Interference of Al in air-C,H, flame.
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Interference of Sr in air-C,H, flame.
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Negatively interfered elements in CzH. rich flame
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Interference of Al in N,O-C;H,; flame.
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Table 2. Ionizing potential of elements®.

Element Ionizing potential (eV)
K 4-339
Na 5-138
Sr 5692
Al 5-984
Ca 6-111
\Y% 6-74
Cr s 6:764
Ti 6-82
Mo 7-10
Bi 7-287
Sn 7-342
Pb 7°415
Mn 7432
Ni 7633
Mg 7-644
Cu 7-724
Co 7-86
Fe 7-87
Si 8-149
Cd 8:991
Zn 9:391
ELTWD.

NoO-CoHy 7 L — AT BT H5EDFHITA F o {LRIZ
JEUs Ca it LTiRREL, Mg lkx LTidhxw,

Z T NO-GoHy 7 v — A% v inigsg e, Caloxt
THETLEOTFHE CanA F ML ONTIROER S
fTreoi.

BlEmED Ca 10 ppm ¢ K, Na, Sr, Al, Cr,
Mn, Zn ©xDxDH 0, 100, 1000 ppm L7734 54
W fEmR L, N.O-CoH, 7L — a%FwvC Ca 4227A
FXet Cal 3934A s L.

R Fig. 6 WiRT X 2 —Hopst Ryt A 4
AEEF L 2 VDERWTEEIEE Ca 4227A ki35
EOTFzAL, Cal 3934A (i1 2 EkE L
TLTCWA. ZRIIEAD, W. Scavin®, D. C. Man-
NINGIO LT B Lic—5T 5. Ca 4 227A i
7% Na Oi¥iggL, Al 1000 ppm Bl EOHFETOREI:
EO/ETX, BE2& 9 LEmzBohirot.

Fig. 6 R X H Ca & N:O-CH; 7 L — 4 Cifllsg
T5BHE, THlhibH e LCKDRmAER - & hb
5. Fi, Cr, Mn 0 x5 Ca XY HhAF 18

04 /,ol Sr

1
N

03

Q
N

Absorbance

Cal 3934R

>§A E 83 Zn
o1l =~ I~
é\ \A\ Cr

Al

’ . Sr
00 Q%Qu
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K, Na, Sr, Al,Cr, Mn, 2n ppm

Fig. 6. Interference of various elements in Ca.
NgO—CzHg flame
(N2O: 4°5!/min, C;H,: 4'8{/min).
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#Hegerhoo Mg, kg Ca, Mg FER!DDI Iz —
fiic air-CoH, 7 L~ 2 2465 L, (LT Hf5 1k Flic Sr

Table 3. Electronic negativity, ionizing potential and rate of ionization®>"®,

Electronic negativity | Ionizing Rate of ionization
Element (pauling) . potential (eV) .
A AIF—C}gHz flame N20—02H2 flame
Ca 1-0 61 3 43
Mg 1-2 7-6 0 6
Al 1-5 6-0 — 10
Sr 1-0 57 13 84
— 120 —
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3.4 Cr [CHWTBFH

air-CoHy, 7 L — aleki3 % Cr T F T H1xE]
FEEHRTIVEBICRLS. kbbb, 71— sDiKEE
TV~ AEBOLRROME, 7 A4 ¥ -0OfE (i
AL —EINZBOMMWE), /—F— 2wy b OIEK
EMEBA T ERC X o EENR TSR EAIND L
2bh, FOEMEOPLT ENTERLDOR.

NyO-CoH, 7 v — 2tk Al Sr & L i EHE TR
EEAHENN L7223, Zhix Ca, Mg »RIEA A Tk
LHEIND. A A (L7 Cr oz Crl 2836,
28438 LRI BMEARRD DT Elroth, Fig.
6 CHHLAMIHITHEIBEA A AMLLT B HDL
Bbhs.

gkiirh o Cr #E&BT 5B, —M%Tit air-GH, 7
L— apMER SN, FEFHIEAIL LT Sri®d, NH,Cl192
mEMERA IR TVWBA, NO-CH, 7 v — a2 dH$
B ELFMITHIIE LR TI V. '

ZZ T, Table ]l THHAL X 5ic CHy; % lean
W L7 REETIE, 4 XEECRT V. 2l 3540~
3590A 1B bD CN N9 L RDOEDTHSD. Lin
L, CeH, % rich ikEEIc T+ 5 & 3579A T3 /4%
HIEEAEMBATEBDT, DEOERE 3579A %4
ALz
3.5 Ti, V 5K Mo [T 3FH

IhbpmEsE NO-CoHy, 7 v — ACHIET S & &
wihd Al ORFIR X D BRESEML 5. —F
Sr X V iTxt U TREE2 N (CoH, lean flame),
Mo iZxf LTRETELDTVS.

Sr DEDOFHIIMCFEMNLTHLEEILN LM, Al ©
EOTFHIXTITAF METFHREEFLzONT, 355
<iE 3-3 Tab~7z Ca,Mg LREIRICT v — AR TAR
L7 TiO, MoO, VO » Al o#FIr L >CBHBREG
2L, BFIRED Ti, Mo,V 23T 5H0 s Bbh
5. ¥k 2-3 oflEBRIcXoT Til 3349A 13
xn7-9s, VI 3093, 3102A, Mol 2816, 2848A
REETREDDHREINL»D7.

3.6 ZOMOTECHT ZFH

{LZEHTH EE XL SN D DO T TR~ TTEUN
iwh air-CoHy 7 L — ATHlE LABE WL O R
o, UL, ThoDTHiE 7L — a0ikEER Y
DOWENERBER LTV 57D ICBAREEIE T 5 DI

LT Lv. —F, NO-CHy 7 v — 2T HBTH4 A
LT LB LT\ Tib b, KORETREE,
Na OfRIRARERTHZTO—FlE V2 5. £/, Table
TREZEINh Ty Al TR T5%88207 08
&8, 7h) LEERED, H5 VI Ti OEDOTHIO
EWRAF ALTFHBENZS.
3.7 BA4AAVICLKBTFTHORITIADEDLN
FTTIRBR7 X SFHHIERIE LT Sr, Al SISt
KOWRI»BIEECAZTH 5, T THEBETRIERD
RWDIXEA A L DFEETH 5. Table 4 IC{iGEEE <
—2ELEBRICEA A RS- KIEERmL7 - &
EOBKEOE(LEFTT. XL, MERHD S b air,

Table 4. Effects of various potassium salts.

* Fx Air-02H2 T Ngo‘-CQHz
Element |[Addition| flame flamet
ppm . 02H2 CzHg CgHg CgHg
lean rich lean rich
— 0-362 | 0-144 | 0-276 | 0-272
KCl 0-305 | 0-116 | 0-297 | 0-284
Mg 2 |[KNO; 0:310 | 0-099 | 0-294 | 0-284
K.,SO, 0-339 | 0-088 | 0-292 | 0-282
K,HPO, 0-330 | 0'097 | 0-292 | 0-275
— 0179 | 0-057 | 0-32-| 0-229
KCl 0-187 | 0060 | 0-37-| 0-286
Ca 10 |[KNOg 0-114 | 0-028 | 0-37- | 0-280
K,SO, 0-112 | 0-014 | 0'36- | 0-284
K,HPO,| 0-071 0-013 | 0-36- | 0-284
— 0-067 | O-115| 0-169 | 0-155
KCl 0-071 0-114 | 0-195| 0-170
Cr 10 |[KNO; 0-081 0-120} 0-195| O0-171-
K,SO, 0-091 01621 0-204| 0-19%4
K,HPO,| 0-081 0-102 | 0-197 | 0-177
— — — 0-190 | 0-250
KCl — 0-097 | 0-120
Mo 50 [KNO; — — 0-285| 0-279
K,SO, — 0-450 | 0-533
K,;HPO, — — 0-430 | 0-472
— — — 0-173 | 0-139
KCl — — 0-139 | 0-101
V 100 {KNO, — — 0-271 0-143
K.SO, — — 0-287 | 0-182
K,HPO, — — 0-276 | 0-149
— — . 0-097 |0-065
KCl — —  0-08 |0-045
Ti 100 |[KNO, — — |0-097 0-032
K,HPQO, — — I0 Q4 1#%x(- 009Q***

yr oy

% Every sample solution is prepared with dil. HCI.
** Concentration of added potassium salts is 1000 ppm as K.
*kk Precipitated
+ Conditions of flame
. ‘CyH; lean : C;H, flow 15 //min
Air-C;H, flame C,H; rich : C;H: flow 2°0 I/min
CyH; lean : C;H; flow 4°5 l/min
N2O-CH: fameq G)11; rich : C,H, flow 50 ¢/min
(N,0O flow 4°5 {/min)
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Table 5. Effects of K and Al in the presence of various acids.

Acid Addition ** Mo 50ppm * V 100ppm * Ti 100ppm *
— — 0-187 0-161 0-084
— 0-168 0-126 0-076
HCI(1+9) KCl 0-116 0-226 0-093
AlCl, 0-278 0-294 0-146
— 0-131 0-211 0101
HNO;3(149) KCl 0-342 0-310 0-137
AlClg 0-143 0-301 0-138
— 0-048 0-161 0-056
H.S50,(1+9) KCl 0-333 0-270 0-094
AIClg 0-089 0-218 0-081
— 0-198 0-236 0104
H,PO,(1+9) KCl1 0-315 0-260 0118
AlCl4 0-325 0-282 0-142

Condition of flame : C;H; lean (N,O 4°5 {/min, C;H,; 4'5 [/min)

* Every sample solution is prepared with dil. HCIL.

*% Concentration of added salts is as follows : KCl is 1000 ppm as K and AICl3 is 100 ppm as Al

N;O, C.H; i 2-2 LEFRKS.

WOCE DL 5, Mg, Ca, Cr 1% air-C;H, 71
—~ LATERLEA T OFHEZET B, NO-CH; 7 1
— L TRKDA F AbIEISIROALZ TS, Mo, V,Ti
b NgO-CeHy 7 v — 2% fHRL-LE, BAFITX
DTEXECOHMRIILEA SN S. Table 5 i€ Mo, V, Ti
ZatRic, Bicof@is~N—=2& LT KCl 3 X (RAIC],
REMUILEDO BXED Z{bEFRT. Mo ToW\WT
Table 4 & Table 5 #I# L7422 &, K ODEHBZW
BREOTFHIIGA A &4 A4 OMBAEHEIT L DT
BOIMEDZEdbssd. V,Ti it onwCisrn X 5 ki
AR SRV, BA 4, 55VIERET X 5R
FREZLEFEFCRKENEWVZE. INLDOTHEHED
FRRHIERAED & Z AW TH 525, EEECHLDTO
BREILBLHA, Kbz Al 2T kb5 AR
T RSO EA F i SIEEED S LERD B

&

BEF RIS RIS T 5 TFHTES X CFBHERD
5b, Al % Sr RESA#BV TERBR 2D L TEE
L.

(1) air-CoHp7 L — 412K\ T Ca, Mg & LT
Al 736, Sr BDIEDOFRET 5. Cr BXU—HOEDS
TEII 7V DRI DTTYIEAIND.

(2) N,O-G;H; 7L —aclx Ti, V, Mo IZ%fL
T Al RBIE, Ca, V I LT St BEDOTHE L, Mo
wxt LC St BEOTHEE T 5-

DLEDBIERER»? S, air-CHy 7 L — A Tr{LEN
Fik, NO-CoHp 7 v — & TlaA F o {bFeMiELE LT

4.

=
=
=

R L 7c B%% Ti, V, Mo 02135 Fiid{L¥m Tk
LEZLh, HEFETBZEBA AL AT HBET
3.

4 A ATFHBRA A ALEF v, T— LD
Bl & bHEMbL AT ACSETE, Tkl D%
RC &7 (LTS @) O£k
THHEREHRHETEL LTV, PEMHERICLIS>TE
OESRIEFICREL%. Ca, Mg, Cr 123 TITERMIT
#BohTw5 Sr, La s Eousimiistic N.O-CH, -7
V= LDER T LD ThrA AT 25ETE 5.
Ti, V, Mo RZOFHEHITOWT X LICRETT 504
ENd5.
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