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EFFECT OF THE PICKLING INHIBITORS
ON HOT GALVANIZED IRON SHEETS

Masayoshi. Tagaya, Dr. Eng., Akira, Adxchi, Dr. Eng.,
Yoshio. Kawaguchi, and Yoshitaka. Hayashi

Synoﬁsisz

Pickling inhibitors are the agents which may be added to an acid pickfing solution "both to
diminish the attack of acid on metallic drea from which the scale has been removéd, without
appreciably retarding the tate at which '.bhe acid removes scale or rust, and diminish the vapori-
zation of acid fume, so that the inbibitor has following advantages,......reduction in metal loss,
saving of pickling acid, preveniion or minimizing of scrap losses from overpickiing, decreases the
blistering and the hydrogen embrittlen:ent, etc. )

In our country, however,\‘bhe inhibitor was not used on the hot galvanizing practice. Because
of inferior finish of coated metal that had no or very small spangle, and dull finish, It was impor<
tant to have some method of researching or iesting the inhibiting layer and its aftertreatments
before hot dipping. The authors investigaied electrochemically the inhibiting layers.,

In laboratory test, the inhibiting layers were easily removed. and the fine hot galvanized finish
was obtained. o

In the authors’ tests, as the acid inhibitors, Xylidine, Quinoline, Rohdine, Restin, Picknock were
used and measured in the 10 per cent sulfuric acid solution with or without 1 per cent inhibitors.
The electrode potentials and galvanic currents of iron sheets against calomel electrode with or
without inhibiting layers, in the acids, neutral salt solutions and alkaline solutions, were measur-
ed. These values indicated the surface activities of the iron shests. When the potential values
was noble or current value was low, the surface was not active and in this case, the zinc-coating
was not fine, but when the surface potential value was baser or current value was high, the surface
wag active and perhaps the inhibiting layer would be removed from the metallic surface, and
in this case the zinc-coating was in general very fine. After acid pickling with inhibitors, the iron
sheet must -wash perfectly with water and dilute alkaline solution, then wash again with water
and dilute hydrochloric acid solution. In such treated sheet, the inhibiting layercon metal surface
was removed almost perfectly and good coating could be obtained.
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